
          

website letter to local council leader 

https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/27816/action/1?ea.tracking.id=web-

page&_ga=2.11260788.1159926107.1537175480-1754769175.1535293270       

Ask your council leaders to STOP 
fast-tracked fracking 

Recent government proposals to fast-track fracking are getting 
closer to reality.  

The government wants to make it possible to drill test wells for non-hydraulic fracking without 
needing to apply for planning permission, using planning tools intended to approve low-impact 
developments like conservatories – not fracking. 

Fracking poses serious risks to our countryside, and unless these risks can be fully 
mitigated there should be more - not less - scrutiny.  

And they’re proposing that fracking decisions can be forced through from national government – 
disregarding community opposition and overstepping local councils’ autonomy. 

The proposals are being consulted on right now. Will you help us make sure local councils know 
the impact of these proposals and urge them to raise concerns with your MP? 

PTO 
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• We (_________________________________________) will input your details on the website form on the 
Campaign for Rural England website  
(https://takeaction.cpre.org.uk/page/27816/action/1?ea.tracking.id=web-
page&_ga=2.11260788.1159926107.1537175480-1754769175.1535293270).  

• We will not tick any of the Stay in touch options on the website form.  
• We will shred the paper forms after inputting.  
• You can expect an email from your Council leader. 

 

Write to your Council leader 

I'm concerned about fast-tracked fracking. 

As my local council leader, I am contacting you to share my concern about the government 

consultations launched recently that aim to speed up the planning process for shale gas 

extraction in England.  

I am particularly concerned about the proposals to: 

• Treat non-hydraulic exploratory drilling for shale gas as permitted development (PD), 

and; 

• Include shale gas extraction in the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 

Regime (NSIP). 

Introduced for non-intrusive developments such as building conservatories, the use of PD 

for non-hydraulic exploratory drilling marks a worrying precedent for all those who care 

about the importance of planning to the democratic health of our communities.  

Combined with the proposal to treat applications for shale gas extraction as NSIP, this 

would effectively reduce local input all the way through the planning process for fracking, 

from exploration to production. For further detail, please find a short briefing below. 

Planning is the bedrock of local democracy, and is currently one of the only channels 

through which local people like me can have a say on what happens in our local area. In 

that spirit, I urge you to raise my concerns with our MP.  

Further, please submit a local council response to the consultations, specifically calling on 

the government to drop the PD and NSIP proposals.   

The issue of shale gas extraction has led to local people across the country engaging in the 

planning process on scales rarely seen before, and so I believe the channels through which 

they can engage should not be removed.  

I believe that given the risks posed to our countryside, and the strength of opposition, that 

there should be greater - not less - scrutiny on decisions surrounding fracking.  I am 

campaigning with CPRE to see that these proposals are dropped. 
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