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For release (Date) 

(Your location) joins week of action to stop fast-track 

fracking  

The government is proposing massive changes to planning rules that could 
give the fracking industry a green light to cover swathes of the country in 
drills. 

The proposals would treat “non-fracking” exploratory drilling (often the first step 

towards fracking) as “permitted development”, making it as easy as putting up a 

shed or building a conservatory. With 17,820km2 kilometres of England covered by 

oil and gas licenses, this could lead to the wide scale industrialisation of the 

countryside. 

The proposals would also mean final planning permission for shale production 
projects would be taken away from local authorities and given to central Government 
(under the Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects Regime). This would step 
over local decision makers and communities’ wishes.1 

The Government is consulting on these plans until the 25th October and from 8th-14th 
October a Week of Action will take place across the country to oppose these 
changes, to raise awareness and to encourage fellow citizens to object. 2 

On (Date) campaigners from (your group) will be (describe the action)  

There is already opposition to these proposals in (your location) Councillors (names)  
have all signed an Open Letter objecting to the proposals. 3  Local MP (name) has 
also objected to the proposals and has written to Ministers Claire Perry and James 
Brokenshire urging on them to withdraw them.  

(Name) from (your group) says, ”If these changes went ahead, fracking companies 
could start drilling across the country without local planning applications, threatening 
communities and the climate in the process. This flies in the face of local democracy 
and threatens to slash community involvement in decision-making. We can’t allow 
fracking to be forced on communities, and our countryside to be turned into a 
gasfield.”  

 

                                                           
1 https://frackfreeryedale.org/pdnisphome/  
2 https://gofossilfree.org/uk/let-communities-decide/  
3 https://gofossilfree.org/uk/let-communities-decide-letter/  
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by – name of local media- only)  

 


