
 

Dear (MP’s name)  

The UK government has proposed changes to planning rules that would allow 
exploratory drilling for shale gas to be considered “permitted development”, removing 
the need for fracking companies to apply for planning permission. 

The current planning framework for shale gas provides an important regulatory 
process for the industry, offering necessary checks and balances by local authorities 
who best understand the circumstances in their areas. Crucially, it also allows 
communities directly affected a say in how, and whether, shale gas exploration 
proceeds in their neighbourhoods. 

I believe that applying permitted development to exploratory shale gas drilling 
represents a distortion of its intention and is a misuse of the planning system. 
Permitted Development was originally intended to be used to speed up planning 
decisions on small developments – like garden sheds or erecting a fence – not 
drilling for shale gas. 

As an elected representative of our communities, I ask you to call for the withdrawal 
of this proposal, and respect for the right of communities to make decisions on shale 
gas activities in their areas through the local planning system. I hope that you would 
want to oppose this in line with Labour’s policy on fracking but additionally, I hope 
you would want to retain local democratic control over planning permission for 
fracking. 

Please will you write to the following ministers, raising your concerns and asking for the 
proposal on changes to permitted development to be withdrawn: 

● Claire Perry, Minister of State, Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy 

● James Brokenshire, Secretary of State, Department for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government. 
 
There are a number of additional actions you can take: 

● Sign the open letter to the Government which will be published and delivered at the 
end of the consultation (to Claire Perry, Greg Clark, Kit Malthouse and James Brokenshire) 
(You can read the letter here.  
https://gofossilfree.org/uk/let-communities-decide-
letter/?akid=47952.299118.5k2m6C&rd=1&t=6&utm_medium=email&utm_source=actionkit) 
 

● Ask Parliamentary Questions on the issue at the Ministers’ departmental 
Question Time and/or Prime Ministers Questions 

● Send a submission to the Government's consultation , 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/permitted-development-for-shale-gas-
exploration ) which is live from now until 25 th October 

● Promote the consultation to constituents and ask them to make a submission 
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● Raise the issue in local media 

● Tweet opposing the changes to permitted development. 

Please contact Sebastian Kelly (see email address at top of the open letter) if you 
have any questions.  

Kind regards  

 

 

Name and address including postcode 

 

 


