
Brexit-Clexit: August update. 

55 Tufton St groups and individuals / national media 

The Tufton St network and their allies in the national media swung into action at the beginning of 

August when British Gas announced that it would be raising prices by 12.5% and cancelling the 

dual-fuel discount.  

The Daily Telegraph ran a front page story, blaming ‘green taxes’. It quoted Owen Patterson, 

climate sceptic ex-Environment Minister and founder of Vision 2020, based at 55 Tufton St as 

saying: “It is the most regressive form of taxation since the Sheriff of Nottingham, transferring 

money from the least well-off to wealthy landowners and businesses. It’s robbing the poor to pay 

the rich.” 

Carbon Brief analysed the claims by the Telegraph. It found the following:  

• The Telegraph failed to acknowledge that Government policies on energy efficiency have 

produced net savings for customers, more than compensating for costs of investment in low 

carbon energy, as outlined by the Committee on Climate Change.  

• The Telegraph fails to distinguish between costs of environmental policies and social 

policies (e.g. ones that address fuel poverty) 

• The Telegraph fails to acknowledge that we have old grid infrastructure that will need to be 

replaced (and funded) whether or not the Government pursues its legally-binding carbon 

reduction targets.  

• The roll out of SMART meters (whose costs are included in the Telegraph’s ‘green taxes’ 

figures) could unlock savings of up to £40 billion by 2050.  

• The Telegraph fails to acknowledge the government Competition and Markets Authority’s 

ruling in 2016 that energy firms’ profits were five times too high. The watchdog said profits 

should be cut to 1.25%. British Gas has the highest profits in the sector. Its pre-tax profit 

margins over the past eight years were 7%, twice that of the average for the Bix Six 

companies.  

• The Telegraph fails to acknowledge the findings of OFGEM that wholesale gas price rises 

over the past 12 months have raised costs for utility firms.  

• The Telegraph does not refer to the report by the department of BEIS that wholesale gas 

price rises are partly due to a weak pound, resulting from the Brexit vote of 2016. 

Its analysis can be seen in full on https://www.carbonbrief.org/factcheck-british-gas-and-daily-

telegraph-make-confusing-claims-over-green-taxes  

This has echoes of the ways in which the 55 Tufton St network and/ or their allies in the media 

used the Steel Crisis and the Grenfell Tower tragedy to push their anti-climate policy agenda.  

In the middle of August the science community became alarmed when the BBC gave Lord 

Lawson, founder of the Global Warming Policy Foundation (and Chair of Vote Leave), based at 55 

Tufton St, a platform on the Today programme.  

Following an interview with Al Gore about his new film, ‘An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power’, 

Lawson was interviewed. He made a number of statements that were demonstrably false. These 

included:  

https://www.carbonbrief.org/factcheck-british-gas-and-daily-telegraph-make-confusing-claims-over-green-taxes
https://www.carbonbrief.org/factcheck-british-gas-and-daily-telegraph-make-confusing-claims-over-green-taxes


• Claiming that over the past ten years average global temperatures have declined. This is 

contradicted by all the major global temperature datasets. The leading agencies, such as 

the UK Met Office and Nasa, all recognise a clear warming trend over this period, with 

2016, 2015 and 2014 being the hottest years ever measured. 

• Claiming that all the experts agree that there hasn’t been an increase in extreme weather 

events and citing the IPCC. An IPCC working group has said: ""Changes in many extreme 

weather and climate events have been observed since about 1950. Some of these changes 

have been linked to human influences, including a decrease in cold temperature extremes, 

an increase in warm temperature extremes, an increase in extreme high sea levels and an 

increase in the number of heavy precipitation events in a number of regions." 

• Claiming that that the UK does not subsidise fossil fuels. Fossil fuel companies have been 

paid £6.9 billion for work overseas since 2000.  

• Claiming that UK consumers pay high energy prices, when UK Government figures show 

that UK residential users pay less than for their energy than the EU average.  

Professor Brian Cox said on Twitter that it was "irresponsible and highly misleading to give the 

impression that there is a meaningful debate about the science". Fellow physicist and broadcaster 

Jim al-Khalili tweeted: "For @BBCr4today to bring on Lord Lawson 'in the name of balance' on 

climate change is both ignorant and irresponsible. Shame on you." 

The BBC defended itself by saying that Al Gore was given twice as much air time as Nigel Lawson 

and that Lawson’s claims were fact checked by an expert on the following day.  

Would the same process make it acceptable to give someone who denied a link between smoking 

and lung cancer a platform on the Today programme? 

Read more on http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-40889563  and 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/factcheck-lord-lawson-inaccurate-claims-about-climate-change-bbc-radio-four 

Al Gore himself, said on LBC, “It's shocking how the BBC is engaged in climate denial, isn't it?” 

http://www.lbc.co.uk/radio/presenters/james-obrien/al-gore-shocked-bbc-engages-in-climate-denial/  

Brendan Montague, writing about this interview in the Ecologist, analysed it explicitly in the context 

of Lawson’s place in  the “climate-denying and Brexit-supporting web of wealthy industrialists, PR 

spivs and corporate sponsored think tanks operating out of the now notorious  55 Tufton Street” 

http://www.theecologist.org/News/news_analysis/2989197/lawsons_climate_denial_met_with_rapid_ref

erenced_and_robust_debunking.html  

Brexit  

During August, Brexit was rarely out of the news. It was claimed in the media that the Chancellor 

had lost in cabinet in-fighting with the Brexiteers over the customs union and the single market. 

Towards the end of the month, negotiations resumed. 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/aug/13/philip-hammond-hard-brexit-tories-uk-customs-

union  

However, there was little in the way of new information- either from the Government or from civil 

society about ways in which Brexit could impact on the environment or climate policy.  
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Trump and Clexit  

During August, the Trump administration continued to promote fossil fuel industries and to 

undermine climate change policy. In mid-August Trump rolled back regulations and red-tape to 

facilitate more infrastructure projects, including fossil fuel projects. This included getting rid of 

restrictions on building on areas at risk of flooding. "If Trump has his way, we’ll be facing a fossil 

fuel buildout that locks America into climate catastrophe," said Janet Redman, U.S. Policy Director 

at Oil Change International. http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-infrastructure-

idUSKCN1AV1ZI  

When Trump was elected, much was made of the US constitution’s ability to circumscribe his 

impact. While this has been vindicated so far in relation to a number of his headline policies, the 

same cannot be said of his climate policies. Indeed, Trump’s efforts have been reinforced in 

Congress. They have been passing laws to reinforce Trump’s presidential orders to boost coal, oil 

and gas production and to set aside consideration of climate change.  

The House already has voted to fast-track Trump's withdrawal of a clean water rule and to 

streamline future environmental reviews over cross-border pipelines like Keystone XL. Now, 

Republican members are pushing forward legislation to bolster Trump's revival of federal coal 

leasing, and to bar government regulatory agencies from considering the future damages caused 

by greenhouse gas pollution. https://insideclimatenews.org/news/31072017/trump-climate-change-

executive-orders-congress-turning-into-law-via-budget  

Trump also disbanded his climate change advisory panel during August. The advisory panel, 
made of up of academics and local officials - is supposed to help translate the analysis provided 
by the assessment into concrete proposals and guidance for local 
authorities.http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-climate-change-latest-
disband-federal-panel-a7903896.html  

Towards the end of the month, and following Trump’s comments on the Charlottesville killing, one 

of the US State Department’s science envoys resigned. Daniel Kammen’s resignation letter 

referred to Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris accord and failure to condemn white supremacists 

as part of “a broader pattern of behavior that enables sexism and racism, and disregards the 

welfare of all Americans, the global community and the planet”. What made the letter stand out 

was the fact that the first letter of each paragraph, together spelled out the word ‘Impeach.’ 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/aug/23/donald-trump-science-envoy-resigns-daniel-kammen-

impeach-letter  

Then, towards the end of August, Hurricane Harvey struck Texas. Harvey caused a huge amount 

of damage with thirty inches of rain falling in less than 48 hours. By the end of the month the death 

toll stood at forty seven, tens of thousands had been driven from their homes and federal 

authorities estimate that half a million people will seek disaster assistance.  

The fingerprint of man-made climate change is clear: Warmer temperatures lead to greater 

atmospheric moisture, resulting in greater risk of major downpours and flooding. Likewise, rising 

sea levels result in an increased vulnerability to storm surges. Michael Mann, professor of 

atmospheric science at Pennsylvania State University analysed it in detail and concluded “while 

we cannot say climate change “caused” Hurricane Harvey (that is an ill-posed question), we can 

say is that it exacerbated several characteristics of the storm in a way that greatly increased the 

risk of damage and loss of life. Climate change worsened the impact of Hurricane Harvey.” 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/aug/28/climate-change-hurricane-harvey-more-deadly 
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Both George Monbiot and Naomi Klein wrote eloquently about the importance to challenge the 

silence about Harvey and climate change. Monbiot wrote, “I believe it is the silence that’s political. 

To report the storm as if it were an entirely natural phenomenon, like last week’s eclipse of the 

sun, is to take a position. By failing to make the obvious link and talk about climate breakdown, 

media organisations ensure our greatest challenge goes unanswered. They help push the world 

towards catastrophe.” https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/aug/29/hurricane-harvey-manmade-

climate-disaster-world-catastrophe  

Naomi Klein wrote, “It’s also a hard truth that the window for having these debates is vanishingly 

small. We won’t be having any kind of public policy debate after this emergency subsides; the 

media will be back to obsessively covering Trump’s tweets and other palace intrigues. So while it 

may feel unseemly to be talking about root causes while people are still trapped in their homes, 

this is realistically the only time there is any sustained media interest whatsoever in talking about 

climate change.”  

She also wrote about how right wing politicians will use crises like Harvey to push their own 

agenda and how it’s essential that  ‘informed, caring people’  name the real root causes behind 

this crisis — connecting the dots between climate pollution, systemic racism, underfunding of 

social services, and overfunding of police, themes explored in her latest book ‘No is not enough’.  
https://theintercept.com/2017/08/28/harvey-didnt-come-out-of-the-blue-now-is-the-time-to-talk-about-climate-

change/ 

Government backtracking on climate policy  

Throughout August, there was continued reaction to the Government’s cancellation of 

electrification projects in the North, the Midlands and in South Wales.  

Thousands of people signed a petition organised by IPPR North calling on Transport Secretary to 

pledge immediate backing for a Northern Powerhouse rail programme and to commit ‘catch up 

cash’ to support transport priorities. https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/crossrail-north-now  

Even George Osborne called on Theresa May to commit to ‘northern powerhouse’ rail plans. 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/22/osborne-calls-theresa-may-to-back-northern-

powerhouse-rail-plans 

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling alienated people further by saying that the north needs to sort 

out its own transport problems. https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2017/aug/23/chris-grayling-

accused-of-passing-the-buck-on-northern-transport  Judith Dore, the leader of Sheffield City Council 

said “To get a very senior government minister coming out with some sort of defensive, 

adversarial comment just quite clearly shows his particular contempt for the north of England. ” 

Meanwhile, the Government announced at regulated fares were due to rise by 3.6% in January. 

This prompted a campaign to persuade MPs to support a ‘fare freeze’ in 2018.  

Fracking continued to be resisted across the country. Preston New Road Action Group launched 

their appeal at the High Court against Sajid Javid’s over-turning of Lancashire County Council’s 

rejection of Cuadrilla’s application. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/aug/29/campaigners-launch-last-ditch-appeal-to-stop-

fracking-in-lancashire  
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