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The new Brexit minister, Steve Baker, was shown to have links with the Global Warming Policy 

Foundation and the American radical right, while being a cheerleader for unconventional oil and 

gas. He has accepted a donation from the shadowy Constitutional Research Council, the same 

organisation that channelled a mystery £435,000 to the DUP to campaign for Brexit. He has 

accepted covering of costs from a radical right group American Principles in Action and has 

attended conferences, fully paid, by the American Liberty Fund. The Liberty Fund has a history of 

close collaboration with the Koch Institute. Charles and David Koch are fossil fuel billionaires who 

have donated huge amounts of money to lobby against climate action. 

In 2015 Steve Baker sat on the all-party parliamentary group on unconventional oil and gas and 

later became its vice-chair. The group is funded by fossil fuel industries. Baker has collaborated 

with, and spoken positively about the work of the Global Warming Policy Foundation. He has 

written about “uncertainties” around climate science https://www.opendemocracy.net/uk/brexitinc/adam-

ramsay-peter-geoghegan/new-brexit-minister-arms-industry-american-hard-right-and-e  

During the month, Rupert Murdoch’s Times newspaper sought to undermine the very successful 

and peaceful ‘Rolling Blockade’ of Cuadrilla’s fracking site at Preston New Road. Ben Webster’s 

article quoted a “residents group” called ‘Backing Fracking’.  Alexis Rowell, author of ‘Green 

Backlash’ analysed how most of the group are PR companies, energy front groups or businesses 

that might gain from a shale boom. The Times has also smeared protesters as violent, just as the 

Telegraph did in February, before having to publish a retraction. The Times did not address 

escalating police and security violence against protesters. Ben Webster of the Times has a history 

of publishing misleading articles on the environment and has been criticised by the scientific 

community for this. http://priceofoil.org/2017/07/25/devoid-of-democratic-legitimacy-uk-shale-industry-

responds-with-spin-and-violence/ 

 

Brexit  

The Institute of International and European Affairs produced a report on the negative impact of 

Brexit on climate action, not just in the UK, but in the EU as a whole. It suggests that the 

withdrawal of the UK may ‘tip the balance’ against more ambitious countries and in favour of less 

ambitious ones. According to report author, Joseph Curtin, “One thing is clear: further to the 

damaging withdrawal of the US from the Paris Climate Agreement, the last thing global efforts to 

tackle climate change need is Brexit; and the harder the Brexit, the worse the climate impact.” 

http://www.iiea.com/news/the-harder-the-brexit-the-worse-the-climate-impact  

At the beginning of the month, Donald Trump declared that he would like to reach a trade deal with 
the UK as soon as possible after Brexit.  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/08/donald-
trump-paris-climate-agreement-g20-summit-us-theresa-may  Towards the end of July a Cabinet rift 

emerged over post-Brexit environmental standards. Trade Secretary Liam Fox suggested that 
there was “no health issue” with chlorine-washed chicken (currently banned in the EU) which 
should not be excluded from a future US-UK trade deal. Environment Secretary, Michael Gove 
insisted that such chicken would be a red line in agreeing such a trade deal. 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jul/26/uk-us-trade-deal-chlorinated-chicken-michael-gove-
liam-fox  George Monbiot wrote about the chlorine debate as a small glimpse into not just the use 

of antihistamines, steroids, ketamine and hormones to make intensive farming and the globalised 
food industry more profitable but also into the way “Enhanced global trade now threatens our 
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health, our sovereignty, our democracy.”  He concludes, “Once it made us rich. Today it 
impoverishes us.” https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jul/25/chlorinated-chicken-trade-
britain-us-food-standards-globalisation  
 
“The biggest thing the environmental movement has faced for decades” -  this is how Shaun 

Spiers of the Greener UK coalition described the Government’s publication of the Repeal Bill on 

13th July. Environmental campaigners with 8 million members between them put forward key 

amendments to the repeal bill to tackle the threat of Brexit leaving huge gaps in environmental 

protection in the UK. Campaigners from organisations including the RSPB, Client Earth, 

Greenpeace, the National Trust, and Friends of the Earth, highlighted the major risks to the 

environment if the spirit and letter of EU law and the ability to enforce it, is not rolled over into the 

repeal bill. The amendments were targeted in three areas:  

1) reducing the chance of ministers interfering without parliamentary scrutiny to alter or get 
rid of legislation they do not like when EU laws are rolled over into domestic legislation, 
2) ensuring that the powers of enforcement of the European commission and European 
court of justice are taken over by a domestic institution with experience 
3) accountability and teeth and ensuring key principles of EU law, such as the polluter pays, 
are not abandoned after Brexit is enacted. 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/12/green-groups-call-for-overhaul-of-repeal-bill-to-
safeguard-environment-after-brexit 

 
Trump and Clexit  

At the beginning of July, Trump attended the G20 meeting in Hamburg.  He was criticised by other 
nations, particularly his host, Angela Merkel, for pulling out of the Paris Agreement one month 
earlier. The G19 (ie all countries except USA) produced a joint statement that the Paris Climate 
Agreement is irreversible.  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/08/donald-trump-paris-
climate-agreement-g20-summit-us-theresa-may 
 
In mid-July Trump met with French President, Emanuel Macron. Macron had previously rebuked 

Trump for withdrawing the US from the Paris Climate Agreement with the phrase, ‘Make our planet 

great again.” Trump was non-committal on the possibility of the US re-joining the Paris climate 

agreement, telling Macron: “If it happens that will be wonderful, and if it doesn’t that will be OK 

too.” Read more on https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/13/donald-trump-greeted-with-military-

fanfare-in-paris  

At home, Trump pushed fossil fuels further by approving exploratory drilling in the Arctic Ocean. 

The approval was rushed through, increasing the risk of environmental catastrophe from an oil 

spill. Full development and burning of oil and gas from the Arctic Ocean alone could release nearly 

16 billion tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, the equivalent of more than nine years of 

tailpipe emissions from every car and truck on the road in the US. https://www.ecowatch.com/arctic-

drilling-2458533481.html 

Trump had some significant setbacks in July. Early in the month a court rejected the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s attempt to halt laws on methane emissions. The EPA had 

‘stayed’ a law requiring that oil and gas drillers report methane leaks but this ‘stay’ was ruled 

unlawful. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/03/epa-methane-rule-trump-scott-pruitt  

July also saw brave and principled individual resistance from a senior civil servant in the US 

Government. Joel Clement, former top climate policy official at the Department of Interior filed a 

complaint and a whistle blower disclosure form with the Office of Special Counsel. Clement says 
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the Trump administration is threatening public health and safety by trying to silence scientists like 

him. The civil servant had worked closely with Alaskan communities threatened by climate change 

but, like many other experts in his field, had been ‘re-assigned’ to irrelevant jobs by the new 

administration in order to neutralise them. Clement states, “Putting citizens in harm’s way isn’t the 

president’s right. Silencing civil servants, stifling science, squandering taxpayer money and 

spurning communities in the face of imminent danger have never made America great.” 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/im-a-scientist-the-trump-administration-reassigned-me-for-speaking-

up-about-climate-change/2017/07/19/389b8dce-6b12-11e7-9c15-177740635e83_story.html  

The Guardian produced a timeline of Trump’s ‘environmental rollback’ 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/04/trump-emvironmental-rollback-epa-scrap-regulations 

Government backtracking on climate policy  

On a positive note, the Government announced new rules and investment to enable people to 

generate their own energy and store it using improved battery technology. These could save 

consumers billions of pounds. They will reduce costs for someone who allows their washing 

machine to be turned on by the internet to maximise use of cheap solar power on a sunny 

afternoon or have their freezers switched off for a few minutes to smooth demand at peak times. 

Critics say that the UK will still be lagging behind leaders in battery technology, such as China, 

Japan and South Korea. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-40699986 

Less positively, reports showed that current performance by this Government is poor. A new report 

showed that growth in green jobs has fallen to a five year low. It suggested that this is due to the 

delays in the publication of the ‘Clean Growth Plan’, uncertainty over green energy subsidies after 

2020 and doubts about how the Government will meet its pledge to phase out coal by 2025. 

https://www.ft.com/content/69605628-6e42-11e7-bfeb-33fe0c5b7eaa 

Meanwhile, a new report was released urging the Government to re-consider its ban on new 

onshore wind generation. The report that was commissioned by Scottish Power showed that 

onshore wind farms can be built as cheaply as new gas fired power stations. Keith Anderson of 

Scottish Power said “If you want to control the cost of energy, and deliver energy to consumers 

and to businesses across the UK at the most competitive price, why would you not want to use 

this technology? This report demonstrates it’s at the leading edge of efficiency.” 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jul/23/drop-in-wind-energy-costs-adds-pressure-for-

government-rethink  

Towards the end of the month the Government pledged to address both carbon reduction goals 

and air pollution targets by banning the sale of all petrol and diesel vehicles by 2040. The pledge 

came as part of the Government’s ‘Clean air plan’, aimed at reducing levels of air pollution in UK 

towns and cities. This currently results in the premature deaths of 40,000 people per year. The 

plan included increased funding for local authorities to develop local plans and potentially a 

targeted scrappage scheme. What are absent are charges for entering ‘Clean Air Zones’. 

James Thornton of Client Earth said, “The government has trumpeted some promising measures 

with its air quality plans, but we need to see the detail. A clear policy to move people towards 

cleaner vehicles by banning the sale of petrol and diesel cars and vans after 2040 is welcome, as 

is more funding for local authorities. However, the law says ministers must bring down illegal 

levels of air pollution as soon as possible, so any measures announced in this plan must be 
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focused on doing that.” https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2017/jul/25/britain-to-ban-sale-of-all-

diesel-and-petrol-cars-and-vans-from-2040  

At the end of the month, it became clear that the Government would be reneging on its manifesto 

commitment to electrify the northern rail network on the Midland Mainline and on the Transpennine 

routes. This was in the same month that the IPPR North showed that if the north of England had 

received the same amount of transport spending per head as London, it would have received 

£59bn more over the last decade. Read more on 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jul/25/north-crossrail-conservative-northern-rail-

chris-grayling  

Caroline Lucas criticised the Government’s announcements on vehicles, contrasting the 

Government’s long term aspirations with immediate action being taken to improve air quality 

around the world, while also contrasting the falling costs of driving cars and domestic flights with 

the rising costs of train and bus and coach travel. Caroline Lucas quoted Dave Powell of the New 

Economic Foundation who said that the Government’s 2040 target is like “telling a bullied 10-year-

old that you’ll definitely have given the bully detention by the time he’s 33”. 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jul/26/diesel-petrol-cars-cleaner-air   
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