
 

Brexit/Clexit June update  

June was a momentous month. It’s thought that the General Election result will have 

weakened the hand of those on the right and those advocating the hardest interpretation of 

Brexit.  The Conservative Party is in turmoil over internal debates on austerity, Brexit, its 

relationship with the DUP, not to mention the future of Theresa May.  

55 Tufton St groups and individuals / national media 

The UK Government’s confidence and supply agreement with the DUP raised concerns about the 

role of climate denial in the future. The DUP’s ex-environment minister Sammy Wilson has co-

operated with individuals linked with 55 Tufton St, for example, for ‘Climate Fools Day’ (an apt 

billing!) he hosted in Westminster in 2010. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/blog/2010/oct/25/climate-fools-day-sceptics-parliament  

DUP’s former environment minister, Sammy Wilson, described global warming as a ‘con’. He has 

lauded the benefits of fracking and described Barack Obama’s attempts to promote clean energy 

as ‘mad’. 

Sammy Wilson said that “The Paris Agreement itself is a delusion … So pulling out of the 

agreement, which was only a piece of window dressing for climate chancers who wished to 

pretend that they were doing something about an issue which they can’t affect anyhow, is not the 

disaster which the green lefties are getting hysterical about.”   

Not surprisingly, he deemed Trump’s decision to withdraw the US from the Paris Agreement as 

‘very wise’. 

But it’s not just Sammy Wilson who opposes climate action. The DUP as a whole has blocked 

progress on climate change. Northern Ireland is the only part of the UK not to have passed 

legislation designed to cut emissions. Its recent manifesto did not mention ‘climate change’, 

‘environment’ or ‘global warming’ once.  

Read more on http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/dup-climate-change-denial-hung-

parliament-election-results-trump-a7781681.html   

Grenfell Tower & climate misinformation in the media. Amid the likely factors contributing to the 

Grenfell Tower disaster - austerity and cost cutting, de-regulation, high-handed and dismissive 

housing bodies and failure to adopt the recommendations of previous fire enquiries - few would 

include climate policies. And yet, this was the Daily Mail’s suggestion.   

Daily Mail journalist Ross Clark wrote a piece, asking, ‘Did an obsession with green targets lead to 

inferno?’ and claims that the cladding, installed as a result of ‘stringent’ climate targets caused the 

fire. The piece has been comprehensively debunked as highly selective and misleading by Carbon 

Brief. You can read this here https://www.carbonbrief.org/factcheck-grenfell-tower-fire-and-the-

daily-mails-green-targets-claim  

Ross Clark has a track-record of climate denial.  You can read about the climate misinformation in 

the Daily Mail and other newspapers here http://www.campaigncc.org/media_climate   

Brexit 

A Government report in late June indicated what has long been predicted by environmentalists: 

the UK is unlikely to achieve the EU target of achieving 15% of renewable energy by 2020.  
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The report states that the UK has achieved 8.9% by 2016 but is unlikely to achieve 20%, a modest 

target by European standards.  

Alisdair Cameron from Friends of the Earth says, “The UK needs to make it perfectly clear it 

doesn’t stand with Donald Trump. One of the best ways to do that is to make sure we get ahead 

and meet the targets we have already committed to.” 

Read more on http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/renewable-energy-target-theresa-may-

donald-trump-g20-summit-angela-merkel-a7817556.html  

Trump and Clexit 

In June, Donald Trump postponed his visit to the UK because he did not wish to run the gauntlet of 

protests. https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jun/11/donald-trump-state-visit-to-britain-put-

on-hold  

There were also significant steps by Americans to counteract Trump’s withdrawal from the Paris 

Climate Agreement. California’s Governor Jerry Brown met with President Xi of China and they 

signed an agreement to reduce emissions. Read more here https://www.theguardian.com/us-

news/2017/jun/07/china-and-california-sign-deal-to-work-on-climate-change-without-trump 

In addition to this, Trump’s fossil fuel project ran into trouble. A federal judge ruled that the federal 

permits authorizing the pipeline to cross the Missouri River just upstream of the Standing Rock 

reservation, which were hastily issued by the Trump administration just days after the 

inauguration, violated the law in certain critical respects. The court is seeking additional briefing on 

whether to shut down the pipeline. You can read more here 

http://earthjustice.org/news/press/2017/in-victory-for-standing-rock-sioux-tribe-court-finds-that-

approval-of-dakota-access-pipeline-violated-the-law  

Government backtracking on climate policy 

Those concerned about UK climate policy were alarmed by the appointment of Michael Gove as 

Environment Secretary. His ex-cabinet colleague, Ed Davey stated that “Gove’s appointment is a 

threat to the British fight against climate change. Uniquely for a cabinet minister, Gove turned the 

word “expert” into a snarling insult. Truly, Donald Trump would have been proud.” Davy analysed 

Gove’s track record in playing to the climate sceptic audience, undermining Amber Rudd’s 

attendance at UN conferences and trying to remove climate change from the curriculum. 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/jun/13/recalling-michael-gove-environmental-

climate-sceptic 

In late June the Government’s independent advisors, the Committee on Climate Change strongly 

criticised the Government’s lack of action on climate change. It warned that global warming is 

‘happening, not waiting’ and it was ‘neither justifiable nor wise to delay further.’ 

The Committee said that the Clean Growth Plan – outlining how the Government will reduce 

emissions in the 2020s and 2030s - is now ‘urgently needed’. It was meant to be published by the 

end of 2016 but is now not expected to be published until autumn 2017.  

They state that “our progress is at risk of stalling just when UK businesses and households are 

poised to see a growing benefit from action.” 

Read more on http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/government-climate-change-experts-

unjustifiable-lack-action-environment-global-warming-fossil-fuels-a7813741.html 
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