
From: Simon Cope <simon.cope@greenparty.org.uk> 
Sent: 01 June 2017 23:24 
To: Kirklees Campaign 
Subject: Re: Questions  
  
Apologies for not replying earlier but we have been dealing with a very high volume of emails. 
To reply to your questions: 
1. Fracking - the Greens are completely opposed to fracking in any form, anywhere. It is dangerous, costly 
to the environment and communities and adds to the problem of carbon emissions driving global warming. 
We would invest in clean energy instead and we are particularly incensed that the Government is 
withdrawing support for the renewables industry while subsidising fracking. 
2. Heathrow - we are the only party that is comprehensively opposed to any further airport expansion 
anywhere in the UK. We have opposed the plans for Heathrow but also oppose transferring the plans 
elsewhere. 
3. Solar - Greens would unashamedly support restoring the subsidies to developing solar energy. This is 
vital both to counter climate change and also to help build up the skills and technology that will help us 
ensure we have effective, plentiful and cheap clean energy in the future. We would extend subsidies to 
other renewable sectors as well such as wind and wave and in particular restore the feed-in tariff for 
community renewable enrgy schemes, which were effectively destroyed on very spurious grounds by the 
Coalition government. 
4. Yes I would support and sign the Pledge for the Environment. I would add though that ensuring any 
Brexit treaty includes continuing co-operation with the EU on environmental protection would be a priority 
for Green MPs because, as you know, the environment and the threats to it know no borders. 
5. I fully support the Green Building Council's recommendations. Nationally and in Kirklees, Greens have 
advocated a "Green New Deal" that would insulate every building in the UK to high standards and our 
Kirklees Councillors were responsible for insulating over 40,000 local housing under the Warmzone scheme 
a few years ago. In addition, we have long argued for refurbishing existing buildings before building new 
and again in Dewsbury there are many empty buildings that could be converted for domestic use rather 
than building on greenbelt as envisaged by the local development plan. 
I hope that these cover your questions and thank you for raising these vital issues as part of the election 
campaign.  
best wishes 
Simon 
--- 
Simon Cope 
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