
 

May Update  

55 Tufton St groups and individuals / national media  

The 55 Tufton St groups and individuals were cheered by Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw the US 

from the Paris Climate Agreement. Shortly before the decision, Matt Ridley argued that the Paris Climate 

Agreement is flawed and therefore shouldn’t be defended, before ending with a final attack on the UK’s 

Climate Act. http://www.rationaloptimist.com/blog/the-mis-selling-of-the-paris-climate-treaty/  On the day 

after Trump’s announcement, Nigel Lawson of the Global Warming Policy Foundation went onto Talk Radio 

to applaud his decision. http://talkradio.co.uk/news/donald-trump-totally-right-quit-paris-deal-says-climate-

change-sceptic-lord-lawson-17060214598  

Although not directly part of the 55 Tufton St groups, fellow traveller Nigel Farage was equally buoyant 
about Trump’s Clexit. He stated “It’s called democracy, it’s remarkable, so he puts in his manifesto ‘if 
elected I will break the Paris accord and seek a better deal for America’ – and he’s elected on that ticket. 
Then do you know what he does? Unlike almost every other western world leader, including Theresa May, 
he sticks to what he promised he would do.” 

 http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/812275/Donald-Trump-Paris-deal-Nigel-Farage-berates-jean-claude-

Juncker-barack-Obama-trashing  

Brexit  

The month of May was dominated by the General Election which was ostensibly triggered to give Theresa 
May a strong mandate for negotiations.  Concerns about the impact of Brexit on social and environmental 
regulations continued. Greenpeace found that on the very day Theresa May triggered Article 50, her 
government quietly issued another bold statement to Brussels. 

Documents obtained by Energydesk reveal UK government attempts to significantly weaken draft EU 
climate and energy rules, even as Brexit is underway.   

Key renewable energy and energy efficiency targets proposed by the European Commission should be 
reduced, made non-binding, or even scrapped altogether, the UK said, despite the fact that they would not 
take effect until after the UK had left the EU. 

“This leak shows Donald Trump has a mole in the EU, and she is called Theresa May,” Shadow Climate 
Change Minister Barry Gardiner said. 

“It is calculated dishonesty to publicly embrace the Paris agreement whilst trying to block the very steps 
needed to implement it.” 

http://energydesk.greenpeace.org/2017/05/28/brexit-uk-eu-climate-change-energy-efficiency/  

Trump and Clexit  

Donald Trump claimed that the Paris climate agreement was damaging the US economy and favouring 

those of emerging nations and suggested that the environmental impact of leaving would be minimal. You 

can read analysis of his claims here https://www.theguardian.com/environment/ng-

interactive/2017/jun/02/presidents-paris-climate-speech-annotated-trumps-claims-analysed  

The United States now joins a club of three nations- including Syria and Nicaragua who have not supported 

the Paris Accord.  

It could threaten to destabilise the Paris Climate Agreement. Nations face the choice of making up the 

shortfall of emissions reductions by the world’s second biggest polluter, abandoning the agreement or 

accepting that, as it stands, it will fail to meet its objectives.  
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If there is a positive to come out of the situation, Trump has united the world in re-doubling efforts to 

address climate change.  France, Germany and Italy came together to condemn Trump’s decision and to 

state that the agreement was non-negotiable. China and the EU made a pledge to continue to combat 

climate change.  

He may also unite Americans against his policies. Trump had stated: “I was elected to represent the 
citizens of Pittsburgh, not Paris.” 

Bill Peduto, the Mayor of Pittsburg responded by saying that he would be honouring the city’s carbon 

reduction plans and pledged to co-ordinate with other US mayors.  Trump’s decision was condemned by 

corporations like Facebook, Google and Apple.  

The other ray of hope is in the context of Trump’s decision. Clean energy is no doubt boosted by the Paris 

Agreement but it is also surging because of falling costs and rapid technical innovation. Already there are 

twice the number of jobs in solar industry in America than in coal.  

Further reading https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/02/european-leaders-vow-to-keep-fighting-

global-warming-despite-us-withdrawal  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/02/donald-trump-paris-deal-analysis-populism  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/jun/02/city-halls-and-landmarks-turn-green-new-york-

washington-montreal  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/angela-merkel-donald-trump-paris-agreement-withdraw-

regrettable-germany-mother-earth-restrained-a7768551.html  

Government Backing on Climate policy  

During May the main parties released their manifestos outlining their plans for the environment alongside 

other issues. You can read Carbon Brief’s overview of the manifestos on 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/election-2017what-minfestos-say-energy-climate-change      

The Conservative manifesto adopted an even more pro-fracking position than that of the last Government. 

Initial testing for shale gas plus conventional oil and gas drilling will no longer require planning permission. 

The manifesto also repeats the claim that fracking will reduce energy bills, even though this has been 

discredited by many others, including the boss of Cuadrilla.   

It looks like the manifesto will allow for more small scale wind developments in England. Solar power isn’t 

mentioned at all.  You can read more here http://www.campaigncc.org/manifesto_wind_fracking  

Since 2015 the Government has been keen to end subsidies for renewable energy. (They are under 

constant pressure to do so by groups based at 55 Tufton St.)  Less well known is how much it gives in 

subsidies to fossil fuel companies. 

New research by the Overseas Development Institute in May showed how much the UK Government gives 

away in fossil fuel subsidies. It showed that between 2005 and 2016 the Government gave an average of 

£368 million in subsidies to coal each year.   

The ODI finds that the UK has a poor track record on transparency on these subsidies. You can read more 

here https://www.desmog.uk/2017/05/08/uk-coal-industrygets-hundreds-millions-subsidies-each-year-

reportfinds     

Likewise, Art not Oil  produced an infographic showing that BP alone has been getting £210 million in 

subsidies from the taxpayer each year http://www.artnotoil.org.uk/whopays  
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