
 

Brexit/ Clexit March-April 2017  update.  

55 Tufton St groups and individuals / national media. 

Viscout Ridley, member of 55 Tufton St bodies, Business for Britain, UK 2020 and the Global Warming 

Policy Foundation, climate denier and owner of Northumberland coal mines intervened in the fracking 

debate in March. In a speech in the House of Lords (which was later published in the Yorkshire Post) 

he claimed that fracking was being undermined by the ‘subsidy drunk renewable energy industry’ and 

Russia, keen prevent UK energy independence. You can read his views here 

http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/opinion/matt-ridley-from-russia-to-north-yorkshire-hidden-agenda-of-fracking-s-

opponents-1-8433077  

Numerous MPs complained about the BBC’s Brexit coverage in late March. De Smog showed that that 

a number were involved the 55 Tufton St climate denier network. https://www.desmog.uk/2017/03/23/mps-

complained-about-bbc-s-brexit-coverage-linked-network-hardline-euro-climate-sceptics  

Over the last weekend in April the 55 Tufton Street think tanks launched a co-ordinated offensive in the 

UK media to influence the Conservative manifesto in the imminent UK General Election. Lord Lawson, 

Matt Ridley and Charles Moore, all involved with the GWPF, wrote in the Times and Telegraph 

opposing green taxes and regulation.  You can read more here https://www.desmog.uk/2017/05/01/brexit-

climate-deniers-launch-coordinated-attack-against-green-regulations-ahead-election  

Brexit 

Article 50 was triggered. Andrew Simms pointed out that climate change hadn’t been mentioned in the 

Government’s letter triggering it. Nor has the Government commissioned any research into the likely 

impact of Brexit on climate policy. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/30/the-curious-

disappearance-of-climate-change-from-brexit-to-berlin  

Bloomberg claimed that a Government source had revealed that the Government plans to use Brexit to 

pull out of its 2020 renewable energy target. The UK is on course to miss its target of 15% of electricity 

from renewables by 2020, about double its current share. https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-04-

05/u-k-said-to-seek-end-for-clean-energy-goal-that-may-sour-brexit 

The Mail on Sunday reported on a confidential plan to cut funding for endangered species and climate 

change. Britain’s post-Brexit trade policy was revealed after a Government official’s documents were 

photographed on a train. They were briefing documents for diplomats, telling them to stop working on 

environmental issues, such as combating ivory poaching, to concentrate on striking new commercial 

deals. Read more here http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4394350/UK-trade-secrets-spotted-7-22.html  

Trump and Clexit 

In late March and April the Trump administration continued to dismantle Obama’s climate policies 

while appearing to be divided on whether to pull out of the Paris Climate Agreement.  

He signed executive orders to suspend or rescind measures such as the Clean Power Plan which 

restricts emissions from coal-fired power plants. The US agreed to cut its greenhouse gas emissions 

26-28% by 2025 compared with 2005 levels under the Paris agreement. Obama’s clean power plan is 

the chief policy designed to lower US emissions.  

Trump will also wipe out Obama’s Climate Action Plan which will lift a 14 month moratorium on new 

coal leases on federal lands and regulations on fracking. You can read more here 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/mar/28/trump-begins-tearing-up-obamas-years-of-progress-on-tackling-

climate-change  
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Alongside this, Trump cut back on climate science and research. Donald Trump’s administration is 

proposing a 25% reduction in the EPA’s $8.1bn budget, eliminating nearly 3,000 jobs and several 

programs including the agency’s environmental justice office. The same budget is also heavy on cuts 

to Government science including $126 million in cuts to the research arm of the NOAA. 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2123641-deep-cuts-to-environmental-research-in-trumps-budget-proposal/  Last 

week, the legal challenge to the Dakota Access Pipeline was rejected, so oil could be flowing through 

the pipeline within days https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-03-07/dakota-access-triumphs-over-tribe-

s-challenge-to-pipeline   

The head of the EPA, Scott Pruitt denied that carbon dioxide causes global warming. Kevin Trenberth, 

senior scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research, said: “Pruitt has demonstrated that 

he is unqualified to run the EPA or any agency. There is no doubt whatsoever that the planet is 

warming, and it is primarily due to increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere from burning of fossil 

fuels.” You can read more about this here https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2017/mar/09/epa-scott-

pruitt-carbon-dioxide-global-warming-climate-change  

Regarding the Paris Climate Agreement, the Independent suggests that Rex Tillerson Ivanka Trump 

are concerned that pulling out would damage diplomatic relations with key allies whereas Steve 

Bannon is advocating withdrawal. http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/clexit-donald-

trump-ditch-paris-climate-change-agreement-oil-boss-secretary-of-state-rex-tillerson-a7609051.html  

Under the deal, the US pledged that by 2025 it would reduce its annual greenhouse gas emissions by 

26% to 28% below 2005 levels, which would be a reduction of about 1.6bn tons. The decision was due 

to be made last Tuesday before the meeting was cancelled. It is thought that it will have to be made 

before late May when Trump will go to meeting of the Group of Seven major economies in Sicily. You 

can read more about this debate here https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-0417/exxon-and-shell-

join-ivanka-trump-to-defend-parisclimate-accord    

Government backtracking on climate policy 

The Government announced its Budget in March. It was condemned for the tax breaks it provided for 

further recovery of oil from North Sea reserves and a failure to address air pollution by, for example, 

introducing a diesel scrappage scheme. The Budget also confirmed that the Solar Tax Hike will, 

indeed be introduced. You can read more about the 800% tax increase here 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/solar-industry-budget-2017-800-per-cent-tax-increase-green-renewable-

energy-a7618191.html  

New solar installations in the UK have plummeted by over 80% due to cuts in subsidy. There was also 

a 65% decrease in large scale solar installations on schools, hospitals and factories following the 

800% increase in business rates for solar projects in the March budget.   Paul Barwell, the Chief 

Executive of the Solar Trade Association says “Solar is being needlessly impeded in the UK by shock 

taxes, red tape and by a serious failure in the only remaining supportive policy.” Read more on 

http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/solar-powercrisis-tory-government-new-installations-drop-80-percent-

conservatives-solar-trade-a7682501.html      

During April, there was growing pressure on the Government to produce the ‘Emissions Reduction 

Plan’ or ‘Clean Growth Plan’ that it promised by the end of 2016. According to the Independent on 27th 

March, “the Emissions Reduction Plan, was supposed to be published last year. In January, the 

Climate Change Minister Nick Hurd said it would be ready by the end of March, but the Government 

later refused to stand by this deadline. ClientEarth, a group of environmental legal activists, has 

threatened to sue the Government for breaking its own laws if the delay continues.” 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/arup-kingfisher-uk-government-low-carbon-future-climate-change-greg-

clark-enact-greenhouse-gas-a7652686.html  

http://www.documents.clientearth.org/wp-content/uploads/library/2017-04-04-letter-to-nick-hurd-mp-on-delayed-

publication-of-emissions-reduction-plan-ce-en.pdf 
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