
Thank you everyone for coming out today.  

We stand here together on Lifeboat Earth as humanity travels further into dangerous uncharted 

territory.  

2016 has now been recorded as the warmest year on record (and probably for 115,000 years). 

Since January scientists have continued to clearly sound the alarm: a continuing record warming-

trend, record sea-ice lows in March, an unprecedented mass coral bleaching on the Great Barrier 

Reef… We need to steer a radically different course to protect the relatively stable climate that has 

cradled human civilisation’s first ten thousand years. 

Since January, it’s also clear that Trump has been a busy man. His regressive and aggressive 

efforts in other policy areas have been matched in environmental policy.  

Here’s a sadly far-from-exhaustive roll call of dishonour on the coal-black Trump administration 

and its quick-start progress on driving through a pro-fossil fuel agenda.  

• Corporate cronyism with appointments of fossil fuel executives and lobbyists to key 

transitional and departmental roles. 

• The signing of executive orders to advance the construction of the Keystone XL pipeline 

and the Dakota Access Pipeline. 

• Proposals for a 25% reduction in the Environmental Protection Agency’s $8.1bn budget, 

eliminating nearly 3,000 jobs AND 

• Making a start on tearing up the Obama climate policies. 

These and many other decisions threaten today the lives and livelihoods of hundreds of millions of 
the world's poorest people across the developing and developed world and recklessly increase the 
risk of climate breakdown to tomorrow’s generations. 

But this is only part of the story… Cities, states and corporations in the US are forging ahead on 

emissions reductions.  

And this too is only part of the story… Emerging economies are implementing ambitious plans for 

clean energy.  

And the story becomes even richer as across the world ordinary people like us add their voices to 

demand a sustainable future for all. Every act to nurture, normalise and go to work on this green 

transition swings the pendulum further away from our fossil-fuel past and those politicians, 

business people and financiers who remain in denial.  

Today, as we mark the first 100 days of the Trump administration, we add our support to the 

resistance building against the world that Trump represents. A world of inequality, discrimination, 

and conflict.  

So today is also a day to connect climate justice with our many sister struggles: economic justice, 

social justice, racial equality, religious freedom, women’s rights, LGBTQ rights, disability rights –

the beating heart of justice powers all of our struggles and we can only win together.  

Building a more inclusive and fairer future is building a sustainable, green future.  

That’s why today we are standing up for everything and everyone we love.  

We resist attacks on our shared humanity and our shared sustainable future.  

We build links with our sister struggles.  

We rise together. 


