
General Election 2017 Hustings Questions 

1. Last autumn the Committee on Climate Change said that a third runway at Heathrow may breach the 

Government’s own climate legislation without significant extra cuts in other areas.  Where does this leave 

airport expansion – at Heathrow or elsewhere?1 

2. It’s expected that fracking will take place in Yorkshire and Lancashire this year. Do you agree with John 

Ashton, former Special Representative on Climate Change to the Foreign Secretary when he said, “You 

can be in favour of fixing the climate. Or you can be in favour of exploiting shale gas. But you can’t be in 

favour of both at the same time”2 

3. Reports say that, after we leave the EU, Government ministers are planning to scrap the UK’s 2020 

target of 15% of clean energy. In light of this and other news stories, can we deliver a green Brexit?3 

4. If you’re elected it’s likely that you’ll vote in parliament on ratifying CETA, the trade agreement between 

Canada and the European Union. In light of the widespread concerns about the way in which the deal will 

give sweeping powers to businesses and little protection to people or the planet, how will you vote?4 

5. Four months after the 2015 General Election the New Scientist reported that “A whole series of green 

policies have been cut or cancelled, shaking investor confidence in renewable schemes and taking the UK 

further off course for meeting its climate goals.” What policies do you think we need to have to build 

investor confidence and meet our climate targets under the Paris Climate Agreement? 5 

6. Last year, the Government promised to publish its ‘Emissions Reduction Plan’ or ‘Clean Growth Plan’ – 

outlining how it will reduce its greenhouse gas emissions over the next few years. How can we support 

businesses delivering clean energy and transport or efficient housing without this plan?6 

7. If we are to avoid dangerous climate change we need to leave 80% of known fossil fuel reserves in the 

ground, resulting in those fossil fuels becoming ‘stranded assets’. In light of this, if you were elected to 

parliament would you support the campaign to divest fossil fuels from the MPs’ pension fund?7 

8. One third of our carbon emissions come from heating our draughty buildings and recently the Green 

Building Council produced a report saying that we need to insulate 25 million homes or 1.4 homes per 

minute between now and 2050. What policies do you think we need to achieve this and create thousands of 

jobs, lower emissions, lower bills and happier, healthier people?8       

9. In April the Independent reported that solar installations were down 80%. Do you think this might be 

connected to the 800% tax hike on solar for businesses including schools in this year’s budget?9   

10. The SIEMENS wind turbine factory in Hull opened last year, creating one thousand jobs. This year a 

Government review approved the Swansea Bay Tidal lagoon project, alongside other Welsh tidal projects, 

which could create thousands of jobs. What role do you think the green economy has in creating jobs in our 

constituency and region?10      

11. In May, the Government finally published its plans to tackle air pollution, currently resulting in the 

premature deaths of 40,000 people annually. Do you agree with the Mayor of London who described them 

as ‘woefully inadequate’?11 
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