
UK LEADERSHIP ON CLIMATE CHANGE AT HOME AND ABROAD

This week 8-16 October we are asking MPs like you to take a lead, locally, 
nationally and internationally. The UK has an opportunity to show its 

continued commitment to the wider world and its determination to remain 
a leading nation on climate change. 

Please write to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial 
Strategy to:

·Congratulate him for rapid progress on ratifying the 
Paris Climate Agreement

We are The Climate Coalition, the UK’s largest group of people dedicated to action 
on climate change and to limiting its impact on the world’s poorest communities. 

The combined number of supporters in our 100+ member organisations is more 
than 15 million people. We have come together to show our love for all the things 

we could lose to the impacts of climate change; and to ask politicians to put aside 
their differences,and commit publicly to do whatever is necessary to protect us and 

the things we love.

There is so much that we can do in our local areas to improve our quality of life and 
protect our unique environment. National changes can unlock faster progress at 
every level – and that’s where MPs can help. This week 8-16 October we are asking 

MPs like you to take a lead, locally, nationally and internationally.

In June 2015 nearly 10,000 people met hundreds of MPs to discuss how we could 
work together to tackle climate change locally, nationally and internationally. We 

called for a global climate deal, a phase out of polluting coal plants, and a 
cross-government plan to get back on track with our climate commitments.

The great news is, the Government responded quickly. That very day Amber Rudd, 
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change, said “Politicians can’t deliver on 

the ambition without the public saying ‘we need you to do this’.” The UK 
announced it would phase out unabated coal by 2025, becoming the first 

industrialised country to do so. Thanks to encouragement from people like us all 
over the world, 195 countries have signed a landmark climate agreement in Paris 

which aims to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°C. The UK has fought for this for 
many years and at last we have won this together.
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·Ask him to publish an ambitious low-carbon investment plan to 
transform the economy in line with the Climate Change Act



LET’S RATIFY THE PARIS CLIMATE AGREEMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Now is the ideal moment to move ahead with ratifying the Paris Climate Agreement, so we applaud Prime 
Minister Theresa May’s announcement on 20 September that the UK will begin its domestic process for 

ratification before the next UN climate talks. This shows our continued commitment to the international fight 
against climate change, and will encourage the EU and its Member States to move more quickly to ratify the deal 

too.

In doing so we will join a group of leading countries bringing the Paris deal into the full force of law. We will be 
following many other countries including China and USA. Other large emitters including Japan, Brazil and 

Canada have all publicly said that they intend to ratify by the end of the year. And the countries most vulnerable 
to climate change who are close allies of the UK in the climate talks were among the first to ratify – such as the 

Marshall Islands, Samoa and Tuvalu.

Please congratulate the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy for rapid progress on 
ratifying the Paris Climate Agreement.

LET’S TRANSFORM THE ECONOMY WITH AN AMBITIOUS LOW-CARBON INVESTMENT PLAN

We welcome one of the first acts of the new government setting the fifth carbon budget into law. This charts an 
exciting low-carbon future for the UK with a rapid, economy-wide transition over the next 15 years. We want this 

future to become a reality. 

Now the UK needs a plan to get there. The new BEIS Department has a prime opportunity to integrate 
low-carbon policy into the wider industrial strategy so that businesses, communities and individuals have the 

confidence to invest and play their part in the UK’s low-carbon transition. The Government has 
promised a new “Emissions Reduction Plan” with new policies to transform the economy in line with the 

Climate Change Act.

Please write to the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy asking him to publish an 
ambitious low-carbon investment plan to transform the economy in line with the 

Climate Change Act.

We hope this plan can attract investment and seize opportunities in many sectors including:

Transport: A relatively neglected area of government climate change policy, the move to 
low-carbon and sustainable transport presents major opportunities for British industry and for 

widespread health benefits in communities which suffer from serious air pollution. The 
low-carbon investment plan can seize these opportunities for new jobs, expertise and supply chains in 

electric vehicles, public transport and infrastructure to promote active travel.

Warm homes for all: Too many homes across the UK are leaky and costly to heat, often harming 
children, the elderly and the vulnerable. We need a major programme of home retrofits, starting with 2 
million of the UK’s low-income homes becoming highly efficient by 2020, and all 6 million low-income 

homes by 2025. The scale of this programme means the Government should declare it an “infrastructure 
priority” in order to attract greater investment and achieve the huge jobs 

potential across the country.

Clean, safe power: The UK is on track for an almost entirely carbon-free power system by 2030. The 
Government must deliver its pledge to phase out unabated coal, and introduce a long-term 

investment plan for renewable energy sources so that households, communities and businesses have a 
real stake in the plan. 

BE A WORLD LEADER IN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. Our country has a long and proud history of 
protecting our environment. Many of these protections have been established and extended through coop-
eration with the EU. We are encouraging MPs to sign a pledge ensuring that the UK asserts itself as a world 

leader in environmental protection by matching or exceeding all current environmental 
protections and legislation. See the pledge: www.green-alliance.org.uk/pledge_for_the_environment.php


