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ONE MILLION 
CLIMATE JOBS
Tackling the environmental  

and economic crisis



PCS, along with other trade unions 
and climate activists, supports 
the one million climate jobs as a 
response to a global economic and 
environmental crisis. Whilst billions 
were poured into bailing out the 
banks there has been no matching 
political or financial will to bail out 
the planet. This is despite the threat 
of catastrophic climate change which 
will impact workers, their families 
and communities.

2014 was recorded as the warmest 
year on record. Earlier that year, the UK 
experienced the wettest winter ever. 
According to the World Meteorological 
Organisation (WMO), the first decade of 
the 21st Century was the warmest since 
records began. And global deaths from 
extreme weather increased by 20% on the 
previous decade.

Whilst we need to find ways to cope or 
adapt to extreme weather, if we are to halt 
climate change, we urgently need to take 
steps to mitigate our impacts on the planet 
by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHGs). This means curbing emissions to 
near zero. 

Achieving these reductions poses 
substantial technological, economic, social 
and institutional challenges. The one million 
climate jobs campaign sets out a proposal 
for how we can do this.

What are climate jobs?
Climate jobs are not green jobs. Climate 
jobs are those which reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions; green jobs may do this too but 
can also be jobs in environmental services 
such as park keepers or road sweepers.

Climate jobs are about cutting energy use and 
will be based in a renewables energy sector. 
Mass investment in renewable energy through 
development of wind, wave and tidal power 
will generate twice as much energy as now.

Climate jobs are new jobs. Under a 
National Climate Service we want 
government to hire 90,000 workers a 
month to do climate jobs. In a year we will 
have one million jobs.

How will we create one million 
climate jobs?
By creating a National Climate Service 
similar to the National Health Service 
set up after the war. However instead of 
developing universal health care, it will 
create a universal service to tackle climate 
change. It will do this by putting one 
million people to work, by:

• Building wind turbines to replace power 
stations that burn coal and gas; 

• Retrofitting or insulating homes to make 
them more energy efficient;

• investing in an integrated public 
transport network run on clean fuel

• training people in greens skills 

The earth is too



How much will it cost?
We estimate it will cost the government £66 
billion a year. This figure breaks down as:

• £30 billion for wages for one million  
climate jobs 

• £5 billion employers’ national insurance 
and pension contributions

• £31 billon on costs like materials, fuel, 
supplies, rent and interest 

How will we pay for it?
By having more people in work, being 
paid a living wage means we’ll have more 
people paying taxes and paying for the 
goods and services they use. Therefore the 
government recovers: 

• £21.6 billion on taxes and benefits saved

• £25.5 billion on tickets and electricity bills

This is £47 billion leaving £19 billion as the 
real cost to government. 

Where will the £19 billion come from?
Through tax justice – closing tax loopholes 
and the tax gap: the difference between 
the money the government should collect 
from the taxes the government is owed. 

This means:

• Higher taxes on the rich

• Banks – financial or ‘Robin Hood’ 
transaction tax

• Hire more tax inspectors to catch  
tax avoiders

• Close tax havens to stop legal tax avoidance 
and evasion – no more HSBC scandals.

And it could borrow money from the Bank 
of England in the same way it loaned money 
to the banks through ‘quantitative easing’ – 
the earth is too big to fail!.

Find out more:

• Visit the One Million Climate Jobs website 
climate-change-jobs.org

• Buy the pamphlet – £2.50 each or £1.25 
for bulk copies – available from PCS or 
the Campaign against Climate Change 
(website above) 

• Download the pamphlet for free at the 
climate jobs website

• Contact PCS at green@pcs.org.uk 

Get involved 
 
Think about organising an event to raise 
green issues and promote the one million 
climate jobs campaign in your workplace, 
trade council or local campaign groups.

• Book a speaker/organise a stall to  
sell copies of the One Million Climate 
Jobs pamphlet.  

• Sign-up to the PCS green e-group to 
receive regular news and campaign 
updates. Email green@pcs.org.uk. 

• Finally, if you are not a union member, 
JOIN A UNION! Details of joining PCS  
can be found on the website at:  
pcs.org.uk/join or use the TUC 
WorkSmart guide to find the appropriate 
union for you: http://bit.ly/1E3Prxo. 

big to fail...
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