
Re: Vote on the proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

(TTIP) on 8th July 2015 

Dear Amjad Bashir MEP (Conservative) 

We are a group of Yorkshire and Humber residents who oppose the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership.  

A number of us contacted you prior to the European Parliament vote – that 

eventually took place on July 8th.  

We were sorry not to have heard from you about your voting intentions. We looked at 

the breakdown of the final vote http://www.votewatch.eu/en/term8-negotiations-for-

the-transatlantic-trade-and-investment-partnership-ttip-motion-for-resolution-vote-

.html#/##vote-tabs-list-4  

We have seen that you were absent during the vote. Please could you let us know 

how you would have voted, had you been able to attend?  

As we have said before, we believe that TTIP, and similar trade agreements such as 

the Canada-EU agreement, CETA, will give corporations more power than ever and 

will threaten our public services, environment and democracy. The UK government is 

a major supporter of this deal, which would tighten the grip of big business over our 

society. 

TTIP could: 

 Grant corporations the power to sue governments; 

 Lock-in the privatisation of public services like the NHS and education; 

 Undermine workers’ rights; 

 Undo regulations that protect the environment, giving harmful industries like 

fracking an easier ride; 

 Remove food safety regulation to allow new GM crops, hormone-pumped beef 

and chlorine-washed chicken. 

In a speech to parliament on 10th December 2015, Peter Lilley, a trade minister 

under Margaret Thatcher, warned that TTIP may create a ‘bureaucratic and legal 

process that may escape proper democratic control and may be subject to improper 

corporate influence’.  He also said: ‘At the end of the day, democracy is more 

important even than free trade’. 

As an example of the kind of thing which TTIP and CETA would allow, indeed 

encourage, to happen, we would like to draw your attention to infrastructure 

company TransCanada which commenced the legal proceedings against President 

Obama on 6th January 2016 because he cancelled the Keystone XL Pipeline 
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project*.  They did this using a free-trade agreement (NAFTA): TTIP and CETA 

would extend massively the same legal mechanism and allow US and Canadian 

companies to sue the UK government. So TTIP and CETA are lose-lose for our 

country and would put untold millions of pounds of taxpayers’ money at risk from 

corporate lawsuits. 

We would be very grateful if you could contact us to let us know your future voting 

intentions on TTIP and CETA.  

Yours sincerely  

  

                                            
*
 For further information, see http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/06/keystone-xl-
transcanada-lawsuit-obama-nafta 



Re: Vote on the proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

(TTIP) on 8th July 2015 

Dear Timothy Kirkhope MEP (Conservative) 

We are a group of Yorkshire and Humber residents who oppose the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership.  

A number of us contacted you prior to the European Parliament vote – that 

eventually took place on July 8th.  

We were sorry not to have heard from you about your voting intentions. We looked at 

the breakdown of the final vote http://www.votewatch.eu/en/term8-negotiations-for-

the-transatlantic-trade-and-investment-partnership-ttip-motion-for-resolution-vote-

.html#/##vote-tabs-list-4   

We have seen that you voted in support of the TTIP motion. We are disappointed to 

see this. As we have said before we believe that TTIP, and similar trade agreements 

such as the Canada-EU agreement, CETA, will give corporations more power than 

ever and will threaten our public services, environment and democracy. The UK 

government is a major supporter of this deal, which would tighten the grip of big 

business over our society. 

TTIP could: 

 Grant corporations the power to sue governments; 

 Lock-in the privatisation of public services like the NHS and education; 

 Undermine workers’ rights; 

 Undo regulations that protect the environment, giving harmful industries like 

fracking an easier ride; 

 Remove food safety regulation to allow new GM crops, hormone-pumped beef 

and chlorine-washed chicken. 

In a speech to parliament on 10th December 2015, Peter Lilley, a trade minister 

under Margaret Thatcher, warned that TTIP may create a ‘bureaucratic and legal 

process that may escape proper democratic control and may be subject to improper 

corporate influence’.  He also said: ‘At the end of the day, democracy is more 

important even than free trade’. 

As an example of the kind of thing which TTIP and CETA would allow, indeed 

encourage, to happen, we would like to draw your attention to infrastructure 

company TransCanada which commenced the legal proceedings against President 

Obama on 6th January 2016 because he cancelled the Keystone XL Pipeline 

project*.  They did this using a free-trade agreement (NAFTA): TTIP and CETA 

                                            
*
 For further information, see http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jan/06/keystone-xl-
transcanada-lawsuit-obama-nafta 
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would extend massively the same legal mechanism and allow US and Canadian 

companies to sue the UK government. So TTIP and CETA are lose-lose for our 

country and would put untold millions of pounds of taxpayers’ money at risk from 

corporate lawsuits. 

We would be grateful if you could contact us about your voting decision on TTIP and 

future intentions on CETA.  

Yours sincerely 

 

  



Re: Vote on the proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

(TTIP) on 8th July 2015 

Dear Jane Collins MEP (UKIP) 

We are a group of Yorkshire and Humber residents who oppose the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership.  

A number of us contacted you prior to the European Parliament vote – that 

eventually took place on July 8th.  

We are grateful to you for your reply about your voting intentions. We looked at the 

breakdown of the final vote http://www.votewatch.eu/en/term8-negotiations-for-the-

transatlantic-trade-and-investment-partnership-ttip-motion-for-resolution-vote-

.html#/##vote-tabs-list-4    

We are pleased that you voted against the TTIP motion.  As we have said before we 

believe that TTIP, and similar trade agreements such as the Canada-EU agreement, 

CETA, will give corporations more power than ever and will threaten our public 

services, environment and democracy. The UK government is a major supporter of 

this deal, which would tighten the grip of big business over our society. 

TTIP could: 

 Grant corporations the power to sue governments; 

 Lock-in the privatisation of public services like the NHS and education; 

 Undermine workers’ rights; 

 Undo regulations that protect the environment, giving harmful industries like 

fracking an easier ride; 

 Remove food safety regulation to allow new GM crops, hormone-pumped beef 

and chlorine-washed chicken. 

Even Peter Lilley, a trade minister under Margaret Thatcher, warned in a speech to 

parliament on 10th December 2015, that TTIP may create a ‘bureaucratic and legal 

process that may escape proper democratic control and may be subject to improper 

corporate influence’.  He also said: ‘At the end of the day, democracy is more 

important even than free trade’. 

We appreciate your reply last spring.  

Yours sincerely 
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Re: Vote on the proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

(TTIP) on 8th July 2015 

Dear Mike Hookem MEP (UKIP) 

We are a group of Yorkshire and Humber residents who oppose the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership.  

A number of us contacted you prior to the European Parliament vote – that 

eventually took place on July 8th.  

We are grateful to you for your reply about your voting intentions. We looked at the 

breakdown of the final vote http://www.votewatch.eu/en/term8-negotiations-for-the-

transatlantic-trade-and-investment-partnership-ttip-motion-for-resolution-vote-

.html#/##vote-tabs-list-4    

We are pleased that you voted against the TTIP motion.  As we have said before we 

believe that TTIP, and similar trade agreements such as the Canada-EU agreement, 

CETA, will give corporations more power than ever and will threaten our public 

services, environment and democracy. The UK government is a major supporter of 

this deal, which would tighten the grip of big business over our society. 

TTIP could: 

 Grant corporations the power to sue governments; 

 Lock-in the privatisation of public services like the NHS and education; 

 Undermine workers’ rights; 

 Undo regulations that protect the environment, giving harmful industries like 

fracking an easier ride; 

 Remove food safety regulation to allow new GM crops, hormone-pumped beef 

and chlorine-washed chicken. 

Even Peter Lilley, a trade minister under Margaret Thatcher, warned in a speech to 

parliament on 10th December 2015, that TTIP may create a ‘bureaucratic and legal 

process that may escape proper democratic control and may be subject to improper 

corporate influence’.  He also said: ‘At the end of the day, democracy is more 

important even than free trade’. 

We appreciate your reply last spring. 

Yours sincerely  
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Re: Vote on the proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

(TTIP) on 8th July 2015 

Dear Richard Corbett MEP (Labour) 

We are a group of Yorkshire and Humber residents who oppose the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership.  

A number of us contacted you prior to the European Parliament vote – that 

eventually took place on July 8th.  

We are grateful to you for your reply about your voting intentions. We looked at the 

breakdown of the final vote http://www.votewatch.eu/en/term8-negotiations-for-the-

transatlantic-trade-and-investment-partnership-ttip-motion-for-resolution-vote-

.html#/##vote-tabs-list-4    

We have seen that you voted against the TTIP motion. We would like to thank you 

for this. 

Some Yorkshire and Humber residents have discussed the position of the Labour 

MEPs on this with your team. We understand that your position is not to oppose 

TTIP outright but to outline key ‘red lines’ – such as ISDS and the new ISDS, the 

Investment Court System (ICS) – which, if crossed, will mean you voting against 

TTIP. We appreciate that the way you have voted against TTIP – given the failure for 

proposed amendments – demonstrates your approach. Nevertheless, we would like 

to repeat our view that this approach, in the long term, and when the stakes are 

higher in a final and binding vote, will run the risk of Labour MEPs making dangerous 

compromises as a result of a final ‘on balance’ judgement about the deal.  

This is particularly worrying in the light of news that has come out in the past two 

months (in a leaked draft negotiating text submitted in the latest round of TTIP talks 

in Miami) suggesting that EU negotiators may have broken a promise to reinforce 

environmental protections. According the Guardian, a confidential text “filed in the 

sustainable development chapter of negotiations earlier this week contains only 

vaguely phrased and non-binding commitments to environmental safeguards.” 

http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/oct/23/ttip-eu-negotiators-appear-to-

break-environmental-pledge-in-leaked-draft 

We should also like to ask you not to ratify CETA, the EU-Canada trade deal, which 

contains investor-state dispute settlement provisions. 

Again, we would like to thank you for the way you voted on TTIP and to express our 

view that we’re concerned about dangerous compromises by the EU and, in the 

event of the final vote, dangerous compromises by Labour MEPs. 

We appreciate your reply last spring. 

Yours sincerely   
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Re: Vote on the proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 

(TTIP) on 8th July 2015 

Dear Linda McAvan MEP (Labour) 

We are a group of Yorkshire and Humber residents who oppose the Transatlantic 

Trade and Investment Partnership.  

A number of us contacted you prior to the European Parliament vote – that 

eventually took place on July 8th.  

We are grateful to you for your reply about your voting intentions. We looked at the 

breakdown of the final vote http://www.votewatch.eu/en/term8-negotiations-for-the-

transatlantic-trade-and-investment-partnership-ttip-motion-for-resolution-vote-

.html#/##vote-tabs-list-4     

We have seen that you voted against the TTIP motion. We would like to thank you 

for this. 

Some Yorkshire and Humber residents have discussed the position of the Labour 

MEPs on this with your team. We understand that your position is not to oppose 

TTIP outright but to outline key ‘red lines’ – such as ISDS and the new ISDS, the 

Investment Court System (ICS) – which, if crossed, will mean you voting against 

TTIP. We appreciate that the way you have voted against TTIP – given the failure for 

proposed amendments – demonstrates your approach. Nevertheless, we would like 

to repeat our view that this approach, in the long term, and when the stakes are 

higher in a final and binding vote, will run the risk of Labour MEPs making dangerous 

compromises as a result of a final ‘on balance’ judgement about the deal. 

This is particularly worrying in the light of news that has come out in the past two 

months (in a leaked draft negotiating text submitted in the latest round of TTIP talks 

in Miami) suggesting that EU negotiators may have broken a promise to reinforce 

environmental protections. According the Guardian, a confidential text “filed in the 

sustainable development chapter of negotiations earlier this week contains only 

vaguely phrased and non-binding commitments to environmental safeguards.” 

http://www.theguardian.com/business/2015/oct/23/ttip-eu-negotiators-appear-to-

break-environmental-pledge-in-leaked-draft   

We should also like to ask you not to ratify CETA, the EU-Canada trade deal, which 

contains investor-state dispute settlement provisions. 

Again, we would like to thank you for the way you voted on TTIP and to express our 

view that we’re concerned about dangerous compromises by the EU and, in the 

event of the final vote, dangerous compromises by Labour MEPs. 

We appreciate your reply last spring. 

Yours sincerely  
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