
TTIP Response- Jane East 

Thank you for writing to me about the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), a free-

trade agreement that is currently being negotiated between the USA and the EU.  

 

As you can see from my website, I have a background working in International Development. The 

way nation’s trade with each other is therefore something on which I have strong views and 

personal experience.  I know that if we are to address the inequality in our world in any kind of 

meaningful way, we have to tackle global systems and structures, such as trade agreements and tax 

laws. I will always put the drive to end inequality and bring about fairness at the heart of my 

decisions on these issues.  

 

The Labour Party supports trade agreements which can boost trade and growth; secure and create 

jobs; and bring down costs and extend choice for consumers. I appreciate the TTIP has the potential 

to bring some benefits. Europe and the United States are Britain’s biggest export market.  

 

Whilst I recognise that more and better trade is good for the UK,  there are some specific areas of 

concern about TTIP where I have already set out my position. Firstly, I agree with Andy Burnham that 

the NHS should be exempt from this agreement.  Other countries have sought to exempt areas from 

the agreement but this Government has not done this, preferring to promote commercialisation. 

Labour will continue to press for exemption.  I do not believe there is a place for profit in the 

delivery of an essential service such as healthcare. 

Secondly, I have had some real concerns about the way in which negotiations have taken place.  In 

our democracy, business cannot be allowed to determine what is in the best interests of our people.  

It is not just about what is decided that matters, but also how. 

Thirdly, I believe strongly that all countries need to focus on tackling climate change.  Climate change 

has been caused largely by developed countries (especially the USA) but is affecting the poorest and 

most vulnerable countries hardest. The most important international agreement we need to reach 

this year is the one on climate change. The Shadow Energy and Climate Change Minister, Jonathan 

Reynolds, recently stated at a roundtable with environmental groups in the Holme Valley that 

Labour would go to the Paris Climate Change Summit later this year with an “aggressively positive 

agenda”.  I would not want to see any Trade Agreement negating or standing in the way of global 

action on climate change. 

Fourthly, as a Labour MP I will stand up for the rights of those in employment here and abroad. Their 

right to working in a safe environment, to enjoy hard-earned employment security and working 

conditions must not be watered down by any agreement.  

Finally, I share concerns about the way the Investor State Dispute Resolution (ISDS) might operate. 

Countries must be able to legislate in the public interest without fear of redress through remote 

mechanisms.  My understanding is that agreement on this element will not take place until all other 

details of the treaty are finalised.  I am confident our representatives in Europe, Linda McAvan and 

Richard Corbett will help promote a case that protects our position. You may wish to look at 

Richard’s view on his website http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/what-question-does-ttip-answer/  

and the link to the Socialist Group position on ISDS.  

As you may gather from this discussion I do not think any response on TTIP can be a simple yes/no 

answer. I share the view of Richard Corbett  MEP that it is possible to have an agreement that could 

http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/what-question-does-ttip-answer/


be a way of setting higher standards for consumers and employees that are much needed in some 

places. As a Labour MP I would be one voice in a very broad discussion, but a voice standing up for 

fairness.  

I notice that you have also contacted several other local candidates about these issues. You may be 

interested to know that two recent polls, including the Ashcroft Poll with a significant amount of 

local research, put Labour and Tories neck and neck here, with no other party having a chance of 

being elected. I hope you consider this when casting your vote. 


