
Hi Tim, 
Thanks for emailing me about the TransAtlantic Trade & Investment Partnership (TTIP). I 
share your specific concern about it’s potential effect on public services and the NHS in 
particular, which I agree is not exempt under present plans. 
 

The Green Party is very much opposed to TTIP in its entirety. We do not view it as offering 
anything positive to ordinary people on either side of the Atlantic. The impact on the 
environment of cranking up ever increasing volumes of trade is not something we support. 
We want to re-industrialise Britain (in a sustainable way) and localise economies so that 
wealth is spread and shared more evenly. By comparison, instruments like the TTIP and 
other types of free trade agreement largely benefit big corporations. 
 

As you will know, the TTIP is being negotiated in secret between the EU (very much with the 
backing of our own Government, which is by far the most enthusiastic in Europe for it) and 
the USA. Green MEPs in the European Parliament have been particularly active in opposing 
it and seeking to cast light on the negotiations. You can read more about this in an article by 
one of them, Keith Taylor, by following this link: http://leftfootforward.org/2014/10/why-
im-fighting-the-anti-democratic-ttip/ 

 
 

Yorkshire & The Humber Greens campaigned against the TTIP during the European elections 
last year, and we agreed a joint declaration with members of the Green Party of the USA to 
show that the concerns are shared on both sides of the Atlantic. Cynthia McKinney, former 
Green Party candidate for President of the USA, signed a declaration of concern alongside 
Yorkshire & The Humber Green Party Eurocandidates. A note on this can be found on this 
link: http://greenparty.org.uk/news/2014/05/19/joint-transatlantic-greens%E2%80%99-
statement-the-ttip-is-a-huge-threat-to-democracy/ 
 

I support the Stop TTIP Yorkshire and Humber network that you are facilitating as we need 
to ensure we make an effective case to our region's MEPs. 
 
 

In summary, our concerns are: 
1.      Profit not people 

That, in line with other multi- and bi-lateral free trade agreements, the TTIP is focussed first 
and foremost on profit generation to the benefit of the owners and shareholders of large 
multinational corporations through expanded geographical markets, lower labour costs and 
the removal of tariff charges. This does little to the long term benefit of citizens. TTIP will 
bring substantial reductions in tax revenues at a significant cost to the public good, greater 
job insecurity and a “race to the bottom” in labour standards, safety and environmental 
regulations and consumer protection. 
  

2.      Labour and environmental protection: a race to the bottom 

Free trade agreements have rarely created the numbers and quality of jobs originally 
forecast by their proponents.  Where employment has been generated it has tended to 
involve substantially lower terms and conditions than those that have often been lost. For 
example, the massive transfer of jobs from the USA to Mexico as a result of the North 
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American Free Trade Agreement devastated whole sectors of the US economy but led to 
comparatively little in the way of social gains to the areas of Mexico these economic 
activities transferred to. Similarly, we are concerned at the record of Apple’s record of 
employee conditions in China and in turn the prospect of tax breaks for Foxconn Technology 
Group’s operations in Arizona in spite of its adoption of extremely poor conditions and low 
pay for its Chinese workers. This exemplifies the impact of free trade arrangements on 
ordinary workers, who are all too often exploited, in return for substantially increased 
profits for owners and dividends for shareholders. 
  

3.      Big business trumps democracy 

The TTIP envisages permitting companies to sue national governments via the Investor-State 
Disputes (ISDS) process. By extension, this means corporations effectively suing taxpayers 
and citizens in the event that laws and regulations adopted for the common good 
compromise business opportunities and/or impede profit-making. This has been manifest in 
cases against Costa Rica over gold mining, India over food safety and Australia over health 
regulations. It is all the more concerning that the TTIP is understood to envisage such cases 
being determined by secret determinations carried out by non-judicial appointees outside 
of the normal court systems. To us, this reveals a deep imbalance in the fundamental 
purpose of the TTIP in favour of corporations over citizens, and profit over people. 
  

4.      Increase of environmental impacts 

We welcome the beneficial aspects of globalisation such as knowledge sharing and cultural 
exchange.  We are deeply opposed to trade agreements that seek to exponentially increase 
the volume of trade in goods and services without regard to the impact of these on 
communities and the environment. Greater traffic in the movement of goods and people 
will substantially increase the carbon footprint of human activity at a time when the 
scientific debate on global warming has conclusively identified human activity as the main 
driver of increasingly dangerous climate change. Creation of a resource efficient and circular 
economy should be a priority in the face of various resource shortages. 
  

5.      Standards harmonised downwards 

While we welcome in principle the objectives of common standards in technical 
specifications and other areas such as consumer protection envisaged by the TTIP, we 
remain deeply sceptical that these in practice will lead to anything other than an overall 
reduction in these to the benefit of corporations’ costs and profits, but at a cost to the 
common good of our own and other countries. 
 

Conclusion 

Whilst welcoming many aspects of globalisation in terms of the opportunities this provides 
for greater mutual co-operation and understanding between the peoples of our planet, we 
reject deregulated, unrestricted free trade.  We reject the focus on ever higher volumes of 
resource exploitation and consumption, disregard for equity and community and pursuit of 
profit over people and planet – at present levels consuming three or four times what is 
sustainable. 
 

best wishes 

Chas Ball 



 


