
8 April 2015 

Dear                       , 

 

Thank you for your email regarding the European Parliament's draft resolution on the Transatlantic Trade and 

Investment Partnership (TTIP), to be voted on by the European Parliament in May 2015. Apologies for the delay in 

getting back to you over a busy period. 

 

This resolution will be an important opportunity for MEPs to send strong messages to the European Commission, 

which is currently negotiating a possible agreement with the US. In this process the Commission is not legally obliged 

to take into account the demands of the European Parliament. However since Parliament has the final say on any 

trade deals, the Commission will have to consider our position, politically if not legally. 

 

I am strongly committed as a Labour MEP to engage constructively in this debate and to use every available 

opportunity to influence the negotiations. Sadly, the other main UK political parties have all already announced their 

final voting intentions. They have therefore lost all power to influence the content of TTIP. 

 

We are working hard to get ISDS out of TTIP, ensure that no standards will be lowered either directly or indirectly 

through inadequate 'regulatory cooperation' mechanisms, and to obtain a full and unambiguous exclusion of all 

public services. 

 

Regarding public procurement, we want to rebalance a situation that is deeply unfavourable to EU companies. Most 

public procurements in the EU are already open to US bidders, while virtually all US procurements are closed to EU 

companies. Whether we can get unilateral concessions from the US in this field will be an important determinant of 

the merits of TTIP. We will not accept in any case a deal that would contradict the recently adopted EU rules on 

procurement, which introduced welcomed innovations such as the possibility for public authorities to favour local 

providers over distant ones and to include social and labour requirements in tenders. 

 

A preliminary draft of the resolution has been published by the Chair of the International Trade committee, with 

mind to reaching a compromise between all the political groups in the European Parliament. I will be working 

collectively with the other MEPS of the Socialist and Democrat Groups, to which the Labour Party belongs, to 

support an ambitious resolution along the lines I've presented above. 

 

For further information about European Labour's work on TTIP, you can refer to our spokesperson's website on the 

issue. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Linda McAvan 

 

Labour MEP for Yorkshire and the Humber 

Yorkshire and the Humber 

Constituency Office: 79 High Street, Wath-upon-Dearne, South Yorkshire S63 7QB 

Tel: 01709 875665 

www.lindamcavanmep.org.uk 
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