
1) Aviation  

The Committee on Climate Change has warned that unless UK aviation keeps its emissions below 
the 37.5 million tonnes per year limit, other sectors of the economy would have to make cuts of 
over 85%. (That is so that aviation can effectively double its emissions compared to the 1990 
level, while the UK as a whole can make 80% cuts compared to 1990 by 2050) Will your party 
permit a new south east runway, if it means such drastic cuts in the carbon emissions of all other 
sectors of the economy? 

http://www.airportwatch.org.uk/2015/03/committee-on-climate-change-writes-to-sir-howard-to-say-
aviation-co2-emissions-must-not-be-abover-2005-level-by-2050/ 

2) Fracking 

Even though our constituency is not currently at risk of fracking, would you oppose fracking 
nationwide- particularly given that the Chief Scientist at the Department for Energy and Climate 
Change stated last year, “If a country brings any additional fossil fuel reserve into production, then 
in the absence of strong climate policies, we believe it is likely that this production would increase 
cumulative emissions in the long run. This increase would work against global efforts on climate 
change”? 

http://kevinanderson.info/blog/uk-international-commitments-on-climate-change-are-incompatible-
with-the-development-of-a-national-shale-gas-industry/  

3) Onshore wind.  

Onshore wind is cheap, popular and creates jobs and currently provides nearly 5% of our power. 
The Committee on Climate Change suggests it needs to continue to grow – to a more than trebling 
of today’s capacity – up to 2030. Do the candidates agree with the government’s advisors on 
climate change? 

http://www.actionforrenewables.org/timetoactonshore/  

4) Rail travel  

Since 2010 rail fares have risen by 27%. Research suggests that the costs of rail privatisation 
have been more than £11bn of public funds. If all unnecessary costs were eliminated, the resultant 
saving could be used to reduce fares. This would equate to a cut in fares of 18% 

Do you think the current ownership model is working for the common good and if not, what is the 
alternative? 

https://kirkleescampaignagainstclimatechange.wordpress.com/2015/01/06/local-activists-part-of-
nationwide-railripoff-protest-against-new-year-train-fare-rises/ 

5) Roads Programme  

Last year the Environmental Audit Committee said that air pollution – which takes the lives of 
29,000 people annually in the UK- was a ‘public health imperative’. In light of that, do you think 
that the government’s road building programme is the best use of £15 billion and if not, how would 
you prefer that it be spent? 

http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/dec/08/caroline-lucas-infrastructure-bill-british-
green-policies-15bn-roads-pollution  
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6) Coal  

The World Wildlife Fund last year published a report looking at Europe’s rising emissions from 
coal, the most carbon intensive form of energy. It stated that the UK is the third greatest user of 
coal in the EU and pointed out that nine of the thirty dirtiest coal fired power stations in the EU are 
in the UK. The WWF says that these plants are undermining the EU’s climate efforts. What do you 
think the timescale for their closure should be? 

http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/all_publications/?226010/Report-Europes-Dirty-30---How-
the-EUs-coal-fired-power-plants-are-undermining-its-climate-efforts  

7) Nature and Well Being Act  

The RSPB and the Wildlife Trusts are calling for a ‘Nature and Well Being Act’ to put nature at the 
heart of how our country is run, so everyone can enjoy the benefits it provides in our everyday 
lives. It would inform decisions on health, housing education, economic growth and flood 
resilience. Would you support such an act?  

http://action.wildlifetrusts.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1823&ea.campaign.id=32896  

8) Show the Love pledge 

On 14th February David Cameron, Nick Clegg and Ed Miliband pledged: 

 To seek a fair, strong, legally binding, global climate deal which limits temperature rises to 
below 2°C 

 To work together, across party lines, to agree carbon budgets in accordance with the Climate 
Change Act 

And 

 To accelerate the transition to a competitive, energy efficient low carbon economy and to 
end the use of unabated coal for power generation 

Would the candidates support these pledges through parliamentary votes if they were elected?  

And what are the candidates’ views on how rapidly we should transition to a low carbon economy 
and end the use of unabated coal for power generation? 

http://www.theclimatecoalition.org/fortheloveof  

9) TTIP (Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership)  

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (or TTIP) is currently being negotiated in 
secret between EU and US officials.  I’m concerned that it could be threat to public services, jobs, 
the environment and food standards. What is your view on TTIP in general and ISDS (Investor 
State Dispute Settlement) clauses which – if agreed - would give multinational corporations the 
power to sue governments in unaccountable arbitration tribunals? 

https://kirkleescampaignagainstclimatechange.wordpress.com/2015/01/20/lobby-calls-on-jason-
mccartney-to-say-no-to-ttip/  
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10) The Greenest Government Ever? 

In September 2014 the Environmental Audit Committee assessed the government’s performance 
on a range of environmental matters and gave it a scorecard rating. It gave the government a red 
card – denoting a deterioration since 2010- on air pollution, biodiversity and flood prevention. On 
all other items including climate change and emissions, forests and marine environment it scored 
amber, denoting unsatisfactory performance. How would rate the performance of the ‘Greenest 
Government Ever’ and how would the party you represent do better? 

http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/environmental-
audit-committee/news/environmental-scorecard-report/ 

+25 other questions on climate change …. 

Sheffield Climate Alliance has come up with 25 great questions on everything from North Sea oil 
to onshore wind - pulling together work done by Hope for the Future, Quakers in Britain and the 
Centre for Alternative Technology. You can read them here  
http://www.sheffieldclimatealliance.net/2015/02/climate-questions-for-hustings/  

You can find Hope for the Future’s election hustings materials here http://www.hftf.org.uk/new-
page-1/  
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