
General Election hustings questions – provided by Biofuelwatch.  

 

1) "I am very concerned that a significant proportion of renewable electricity subsidies is 

going and promised to burning millions of tonnes of wood in inefficient power stations.  The 

UK is already 80% dependent on wood imports for our total wood consumption and industry 

plans would require almost 6 times as much wood being burned for electricity as the UK 

produces in total every year.  This poses a serious threat for forests worldwide and studies 

show that the carbon emissions are commonly worse than those from equivalent amounts of 

fossil fuel energy for a generation or longer.  Would you be prepared to stand up for a reform 

on renewable energy subsidies to ensure that only low-carbon sustainable forms of 

renewables such as sustainable wind and solar power are supported?"   

 

2) "I am deeply concerned about the impact of the government's support for biomass on 

public health.  Burning biomass in power stations is about as polluting as burning coal yet it 

attracts large renewable energy subsidies which I believe should be reserved for clean and 

sustainable forms of renewables such as sustainably sited wind and solar power.  Would you 

back changes to renewable energy subsidies to ensure that this will happen in future?" 

 

3) "Last year, DECC published a report co-authored by their then Scientific Advisor.  That 

report made it clear that the government's proposed greenhouse gas standards for biomass are 

deeply flawed and would allow bioenergy to be classed as 'low carbon' even if the overall 

carbon emissions will be higher than those from equivalent amounts of energy from coal for 

20 years or longer.  Clearly, the government's plans for biomass standards will not protect 

forests and the climate.  Would you be prepared to stand up for a reform on renewable energy 

subsidies to ensure that only low-carbon sustainabgle forms of renewables such as sustainable 

wind and solar power are supported?" 

 

4) "I am concerned that the Green Investment Bank, set up to serve as a catalyst for low 

carbon green development has been handing loans to waste incinerators, highly inefficient 

biomass plants and even to Drax, allowing them to avoid closure under EU regulations by 

partly converting to biomass.  US NGOs have published evidence that shows that Drax is 

burning pellets sourced from the clearcutting of highly biodiverse and carbon-rich swampt 

forests in the southern US - which is bad news for the climate and biodiversity.  Will you 

support a change to the remit of the Green Investment Bank to ensure that such unsustainable 

schemes will not be financed by them in future?" 

 


