
Dear Tim, 

Thank you for contacting me about the Energy Bill of Rights and the Fuel Poverty Action campaign and 
EDM 395  

I do not sign EDMs, as I have joined a number of my Parliamentary colleagues in calling for their 
abolition, as they serve little legislative value and it would save the taxpayer £1million a year.  

No one should have to suffer in cold homes and I strongly welcome the fact that fewer households are 
in fuel poverty in England compared with 2010. A new target will ensure that fuel poor households 
attain a certain standard of energy efficiency in their home.  

The Government has ensured that direct help is available this winter. Cold Weather Payments have 
been increased from £8.50 to £25 to help vulnerable people during periods of severe weather and 
Winter Fuel Payments have been maintained, supporting over 12 million older people across the UK. 
The Warm Home Discount scheme will help around two million low income and vulnerable households 
with their energy costs by giving a £140 discount on electricity bills.   

Pre-payment metering is a complex area and Ofgem continues to work with the main energy suppliers 
to ensure the agreed five key principles set out by Consumer Focus in 2011 are adhered to. This 
includes a commitment to check whether a customer is vulnerable before installing a pre-payment 
meters and offering an alternative if appropriate. Pre-payment customers will also see the benefits of 
smart meters when they are introduced.  

To ensure the energy market is competitive and offers a good deal for consumers, the Government 
brought in an annual competition test to look at price, profits, competition, barriers to entry and how 
easy it is for consumers to get the best deal. As a result, the experts recommended an independent 
Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) inquiry, as only the CMA has the powers needed to fix the 
market. I support this decision. 

Finally, you will be pleased to hear that Coalition’s Community Energy Strategy seeks to encourage 
industry and communities to work together with the expectation that it will become the norm for 
communities to be offered the opportunity of some level of ownership of new, commercially developed 
onshore renewables projects. 

Thank you again for taking the time to contact me.  

Kind regards,  

Jason  

Jason McCartney MP 

Member of Parliament for Colne Valley  

Tel: 020 7219 7041 (Westminster) 

Tel: 01484 688364 or 688378 (Constituency) 

Email: jason.mccartney.mp@parliament.uk 

Web: www.jasonmccartney.com 
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