
Lobby introduction (separate to presentation) 

Kirklees CCC supports the European Citizens’ Initiative against TTIP and CETA, calling on “the institutions 
of the European Union and its member states to stop the negotiations with the USA on TTIP and not to 
ratify CETA with Canada” and supporting “an alternative trade and investment policy in the EU.”  

We have asked for the lobby today to raise, together with other local activists, our concerns about TTIP, 
ask you to support the European Citizens’ Initiative.  

Presentation 

This presentation will begin with the broader political and procedural context before focusing on the threat 
we believe TTIP poses to the climate. 
 

We note that resistance is growing – not only amongst a wide range of campaigners, activists and citizens - 

but also in national and regional parliaments. In November last year, both the Dutch and the French 

parliaments passed resolutions to express their concerns about these trade deals. 

 

We also note that the UK Government is actively championing TTIP, with David Cameron promising at the 

G20 Summit in November 2014 to fire “rocket boosters” under the trade deal and bust myths about TTIP. 

 

TTIP is being negotiated in secrecy with corporate lobbyists included. Under mounting pressure, the 

Council of the European Union finally published the secret negotiating mandate last October.  However, in 

the words of Green trade spokesperson Yannick Jadot MEP, "If the EU is truly committed to transparency 

on TTIP, the Commission must now grant access to the negotiating documents. The devil is in the detail 

and it is only by scrutinising the detail in these negotiating documents that those not directly involved in the 

negotiations can know where these devils lie.” 

The key components of TTIP are market access and regulatory compatibility or convergence. 

In these components, campaigners have highlighted a range of threats, including: 

 The threat to public services if TTIP creates new markets in public services such as health and 
education.  

 The threat from regulatory convergence to food safety, workers’ rights and jobs.  

 The threat to the rest of the world if TTIP is agreed and then used as a blueprint for future trade deals 

around the world. 

*   *   * 

 
Kirklees CCC is supporting the European Citizens’ Initiative as part of our ‘Keep Them in the Ground 

campaign’ so I now want to focus on two key threats TTIP poses to the climate. 

Firstly, and in brief, the regulatory convergence component of TTIP could see EU environmental 
regulations being harmonised and reduced to US levels, allowing a US-style fracking boom in the UK and 
elsewhere in Europe. 

I now turn in more detail to the second threat: a fundamental threat to democracy which, as I will now set 
out, has alarming implications for climate change policy and action.   

The market access component of TTIP includes wide-ranging powers, known as Investor-State Dispute 

Settlement or ISDS, that will enable multinationals to sue EU governments that adopt public policies 

deemed to “discriminate” against free trade or affect the multinational’s “future anticipated profits”. 



 

Ostensibly, the instrument is designed to protect an investor's security abroad, but we fear that it will allow 
corporations to sue governments for loss of profits at unaccountable ‘arbitration tribunals’ made up of 
corporate lawyers appointed on an ad hoc basis. In effect, it means unelected transnational corporations 
could dictate the policies of democratically elected governments, fearful of legal action by transnationals. 

Zac Goldsmith, your Conservative colleague, told The Independent: “It is hard to see how this won’t 
seriously jeopardise the sovereignty of the UK Government and its legal system. Disputes between 
companies and legislators should always be dealt with by British courts.” 

Limiting our focus to the implications of this for energy and climate change policy, we believe the ISDS 
provisions will strengthen fossil fuel companies and weaken democratic power to tackle climate change. 

Charlie Kronick, senior climate adviser at Greenpeace, has said they fear ISDS provisions could be used to 
prevent the EU from restricting imports of US diesel made from carbon-intensive tar sands in Canada. 

Equally, with strong investor rights, TTIP could allow corporations like Chevron and Repsol to sue 
governments for bringing in new policies to leave fossil fuels in the ground. 

ISDSs are already in place in other bi-lateral trade agreements around the world. 568 cases have been 
actioned, 127 in EU nations, with the majority coming since 2000. One of several pertinent examples 
involves US fracking companies suing the Quebecois government after a moratorium on drilling led to a 
devaluing of their assets. 

Earlier this week, the European Commission announced ISDS would be “suspended” from negotiations 
when talks resume next month - this after 97% of the 150,000 respondents to the Commission’s trade 
consultation last summer rejected investor protection outright. By this summer, the European Commission 
will decide whether to abandon ISDS altogether. On its current course, the UK Government looks set to be 
spearheading the efforts to reinstate a provision that will “seriously jeopardise the sovereignty” of the 
governments across the EU.  

*   *   * 

To draw the many threads of this presentation together, in the words of Global Justice Now (formerly 

WDM), we believe our public services, environment and democracy are under threat from the biggest 

corporate power grab in a decade.  
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