
 

Questions put to Jason McCartney  

1) FOOD You said in an email to Tim Padmore that that “the EU, which is negotiating TTIP has no 

mandate to lower our food standards. A successful Agreement will make it easier for food 

producers from both the US and EU to export, but only if they conform to the importing side’s food 

safety standards” 

Does this mean that regulatory convergence or harmonization is not being considered?  

 

2) CLIMATE You said to me in an email to Tim Padmore that “TTIP would not hold back action on 

climate change” and that “agreement will not prevent either side from introducing new 

environmental and low carbon legislation” and yet members of the US Congress wrote to the 

Michael Froman the US Trade Representative saying  “[W]e remain concerned that official U.S. 

trade negotiations could undercut the EU’s commendable efforts to reduce carbon pollution.”  Are 

you aware that the EU commission has been under pressure from US trade representatives over 

the FQD (currently keeping tar sands oil out of the EU) and that this pressure has been applied at 

the same time as TTIP negotiations? 

3) PROCESS  Would you push for the UK to seek for ratification of TTIP by individual states?  

 

Questions that we prepared but didn’t have time to ask.  

 

4) PUBLIC SERVICES Can we clarify that the government is excluding public services from TTIP?  

 

5) PROCESS If the government finds that that public services or the NHS are included, will they be 

using their veto?  

 

6) PROCESS Instead of setting up special corporate courts what is wrong with the courts of existing 

nation states to resolve investor disputes and what is a provision (ISDS) designed to protect 

investors in failed states doing in a treaty between the EU and the US? 

 

7) JOBS On Thursday Caroline Lucas contributed to the debate in parliament by referring to the 

research paper from Tufts University in the US showing that the average Briton will be £3000 worse 

off per year as a result of TTIP being implemented. How do you feel about the potential negative 

impact falling worker’s wages? 

 

8) PROCESS What do you think of the level of secrecy in which the negotiations have been conducted? 

 


