
Dear  

This week –or soon after- you will have an opportunity to vote on the Infrastructure 

Bill.  

 

We are writing this Open Letter to you to express our three areas of opposition to the 

Bill as it stands and to ask you to support amendments that have been tabled by 

Caroline Lucas and Norman Baker.  

A) We are opposed to Clause #36 : introducing a new legal duty to 

maximise the economic recovery of UK oil and gas. 

We oppose this because fossil fuels need to be kept in the ground if we are to 

avoid dangerous climate change. This month another report was produced in 

‘Nature’ outlining the need to limit fossil fuel production: to deliver a 50% probability 

of no more than 2C of warming this century, the world will have to leave two-thirds of 

its fossil fuel reserves unexploited. 

This is summarised by Carbon Brief and the article includes links to the original 

report http://www.carbonbrief.org/blog/2015/01/meeting-climate-targets-means-80-

per-cent-of-worlds-coal-is-unburnable,-study-says/  

As George Monbiot explained last week, the Infrastructure Bill  -committing 

governments to extract as much oil as possible- is in direct conflict with the Climate 

Change Act. He states “The Climate Change Act 2008 supported by all the major 

parties, commits successive governments to minimise the UK’s greenhouse gas 

emissions. The Infrastructure Act 2015 will commit successive governments to 

maximise them.”  You can read the article in full on 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/georgemonbiot/2015/jan/07/why-leaving-

fossil-fuels-in-ground-good-for-everyone  

Now is the time for individual nations to take responsibility for their emissions and, 

critically, for the way they extract fossil fuels.  

B) We are opposed to Clauses #38-46 : changing  the trespass law to allow 

fracking companies to drill beneath people’s homes and land without their 

permission and to leave any substance or infrastructure in the land. 

We oppose this because it is a violation of people’s rights and is extremely 

unpopular. A poll last year suggested that 74% of the public oppose it. 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/may/06/fracking-trespass-law-

changes-opposed-by-74-of-britons  

We think that, should shale gas drilling, or more likely, coal bed methane drilling or 

fracking be undertaken in this way in Kirklees, your constituents would be very  
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impressed to learn that you had done your best to protect them by voting against a 

law allowing fracking companies to drill beneath people’s homes without their 

permission.  

We also oppose this because of the environmental risks of shale gas and coal bed 

methane drilling and fracking. These include risks of water pollution, water use and 

geological disturbance.  They also include the increased carbon emissions from 

fracking. We agree with the concerns expressed by Kevin Anderson and John 

Broderick in their paper ‘UK International Commitments on Climate Change are 

Incompatible with the Development of a National Shale Gas Industry’ 

http://kevinanderson.info/blog/uk-international-commitments-on-climate-change-are-

incompatible-with-the-development-of-a-national-shale-gas-industry/  

We also think that the job creation potential of a clean energy future is far more 

impressive than the potential of the shale gas industry. The Bill suggests that the 

32,000 jobs could be created in a fracking industry. By contrast a National Energy 

Efficiency programme could create 108,000 jobs each year between 2020 and 2030. 

(See http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/dec/08/caroline-lucas-

infrastructure-bill-british-green-policies-15bn-roads-pollution )  

C) We are opposed to the level of road investment (£15 billion) outlined in 

the Bill.  

 We are opposed to this because, as Caroline Lucas recently indicated, air 

pollution costs 29,000 lives per year in the UK. Traffic is the primary 

contributor to those deaths. The Environmental Audit Committee stated that 

‘urgent change is needed.’ The investment which this Bill commits to does not 

address that urgent need for change. More information on Caroline Lucas’ 

comments and links to the EAC report can be read on 

http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/dec/08/caroline-lucas-

infrastructure-bill-british-green-policies-15bn-roads-pollution).  

 

 The Campaign for Better Transport has demonstrated that road building 

simply creates more demand for car use. The challenge of climate change – 

as well as the challenge to reduce air pollution- demands that we invest this 

£15 billion in public transport as well as provision for cyclists and pedestrians.  

 

*   *    * 

As you probably know Caroline Lucas and Norman Baker have tabled amendments 

to the Infrastructure Bill addressing concerns in relation to these matters.  

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2014-15/infrastructure.html 
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We are writing to ask you to let us know if in principle you are opposed to clause 36 

and clauses 38-46 and the proposed level of road investment and if you plan to 

support amendments tabled by Caroline Lucas and Norman Baker. We will post 

each Kirklees MP’s position on our website. 

www.kirkleescampaignagainstclimatechange.wordpress.com  

We look forward to hearing your position on each of these three areas of opposition 

to the Infrastructure Bill as it stands and on current or soon-to-be-tabled 

amendments. We would be grateful if you could let us know your views –at 

least on the matters of principle- by Monday 26th January.  

 

Kind regards  

Tim Padmore  

Iain Solanki-Willats  

Kirklees Campaign Against Climate Change  

 

 

 

http://www.kirkleescampaignagainstclimatechange.wordpress.com/

