
Dear Tim and Iain,  

Thank you for emailing me about the Infrastructure Bill.   

I have listened to the views of you and all my constituents on the issue of fracking and I have also 
spoken to colleagues in the North West who have already had fracking applications in their 
constituencies. There were many amendments tabled last night on the Infrastructure Bill and not all 
were called, including the trespass clause.   

Like you, I am extremely concerned about the risks that fracking pose to our health, our environment, 
our climate and our democratic rights. As a result I joined another 51 MPs to vote for moratorium on all 
fracking for at least 18 months while a full assessment of all the issues concerned. I do not believe 
fracking should take place at all until the public have confidence in the process and it is very clear they 
understandably do not at the moment. Labour whips sadly told their MPs to abstain on the issue. 

 On road investment, I welcome the Government’s plans to build over 1,300 new lane miles on 
motorways and trunk roads, tackling congestion and fixing some of the longstanding problem areas on 
our road network such as the congested M62. When 90 per cent of journeys are taking place on our 
roads this work is vital to help people get on and get around. This £15 billion investment will 
dramatically improve our road network and unlock Britain’s economic potential. However, I also 
recognise the importance of cycling. As you know I've been campaigning to have the Strategy added 
to the Infrastructure Bill and I signed Dr Julian Huppert MP’s amendment to the Bill. I'm delighted to 
say the Government have listened to us and now tabled an amendment to impose a duty on Secretary 
of State to have a Cycling and Walking Strategy. Much like the provisions concerning the Road 
Investment Strategy, the amendment will require the Secretary of State to set a strategy for a specified 
period, containing objectives to be achieved and the financial resources which will be made available 
for the purpose. The Secretary of State will be required to consult when setting or varying the strategy, 
and will be required to report to Parliament on progress towards meeting those objectives.This will add 
to spending that the Government has already allocated to cycling. Government spending on cycling 
since 2010 has more than doubled compared to the previous four years: £374 million has been 
committed between 2011 and 2015. Ministers have also added an amendment to the Infrastructure Bill 
which is designed to create a “cycling and walking investment strategy” with dedicated funding. This 
amendment will form part of the Government’s ongoing wider action to encourage more walking and 
cycling.  

 I will continue to listen to my constituents on this and other important issues. 

 Kind regards,  

Jason  

Jason McCartney MP 

Member of Parliament for Colne Valley  
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