
Dear Tim,  

Thank you for getting in touch.  

I voted with my party on the fracking issue on Monday. As you know, in the days preceding the vote George Osborne 
announced his desire to “go all out for fracking”.   

The Environmental Audit Committee then came out and called for a Moratorium on fracking until the environmental 
dangers can be mitigated by proper research and effective regulation.   

Labour then tabled a New Clause setting out thirteen strict conditions which have to be met for fracking to take 
place. To my surprise, the Government realised that if this new clause was put to a vote, they would lose, and so 
they accepted the new clause against their will. See Hansard, Column 622: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150126/debtext/150126-0002.htm  

The New Clause forces the prohibition of fracking:  

1.       unless an environmental impact assessment has been carried out; 

2.       unless independent inspections are carried out of the integrity of wells used; 

3.       unless monitoring has been undertaken on the site over the previous 12 month period; 

4.       unless site-by-site measurement, monitoring and public disclosure of existing and future fugitive emissions is carried 
out; 

5.       in land which is located within the boundary of a groundwater source protection zone; 

6.       within or under protected areas; 

7.       in deep-level land at depths of less than 1,000 metres; 

8.       unless planning authorities have considered the cumulative impact of hydraulic fracturing activities in the local area; 

9.       unless a provision is made for community benefit schemes to be provided by companies engaged in the extraction 
of gas and oil rock; 

10.   unless residents in the affected area are notified on an individual basis; 

11.   unless substances used are subject to approval by the Environment Agency 

12.   unless land is left in a condition required by the planning authority, and 

13.   unless water companies are consulted by the planning authority.  

In my view, these conditions amount to an effective moratorium on fracking—for one thing they will slow 
exploration by requiring the one year of background monitoring. Plus our amendment will safeguard the 
environment in other important ways such as disallowing “any substance” to be sued in fracking wells, which was 
the Tories’ position.  

I think Labour’s approach was more precise than Yasmin Qureshi’s amendment calling for a complete halt for 30 
months, which would give Cuadrilla & co. time to get their ducks in a row, and from an environmental point of view, 
we forced a U-turn from the Government, and so I was pleased with the result.  

  

Sorry if I was unclear earlier. I hope we can continue to work together.  

Kind regards  

Barry 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150126/debtext/150126-0002.htm

