
Kirklees Campaign Against Climate Change Briefing for Kirklees councillors.  

We ask you to support the Liberal Democrat ‘Tipping Point Declaration’ motion to Council on 5/11/14.The views 

expressed below are our own views and not the views of Liberal Democrat councillors.  

The motion states (a) that the science informing the declaration demonstrates that existing UK and international 

commitments to prevent climate change are not sufficient;   Please support this because:  

*UNEP (United Nations Environment Programme) released the ‘Emissions Gap Report’ in October 2013 

(http://www.unep.org/publications/ebooks/emissionsgapreport2013/). It showed that even if nations meet their 

current climate pledges, greenhouse gas emissions in 2020 are likely to be 8 to 12 gigatonnes of CO2 equivalent 

(GtCO2e) above the level needed to have a good chance of remaining below 2C by 2020 on the lowest cost pathway. 

* Professor Kevin Anderson and Alice Bows of the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research 

http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/ have outlined the way in which there is a disconnect  between the Committee on Climate 

Change’s carbon budgets and the government’s stated aim of avoiding 2 degrees of warming. They acknowledge 

that the CCC has replaced long term targets with short term budgets to measure cumulative emissions. However, 

they state “it is still far removed from its and others’ high-level commitments to ‘limit climate change to a maximum 

of two degrees’ [18]. As it stands the carbon budget and emission pathway now enshrined in legislation are 

underpinned by analysis assuming a 63 per cent probability of exceeding 2◦C[ 8, p. 21];8 a position that cannot be 

reconciled with the probabilities implied repeatedly by Government statements (i.e. at their highest 5–33% of 

exceeding 2◦C)” . http://rsta.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/369/1934/20.full.pdf+html  (page 5). 

*The Committee on Climate Change says that “The UK is currently on track to outperform the first two carbon 

budgets, largely reflecting the impact of the recession. But the underlying rate of emissions reduction due to low-

carbon measures was less than 1% in 2011. Meeting future carbon budgets will require reducing emissions by at 

least 3% a year. Speeding up progress across the economy will be necessary in future. Economy-wide greenhouse 

gas (GHG) emissions fell by 7% in 2011 to 547 MtCO2e. However, only around 0.8 % of this resulted from 

implementing emissions reduction measures. 3% was due to the mild winter temperatures in 2011. Much of the 

remainder was related to rising energy prices, falling real income and transitory changes in the power generation 

mix” (http://www.theccc.org.uk/tackling-climate-change/reducing-carbon-emissions/how-the-uk-is-progressing/)  

* The extent of the government’s use of fossil fuels risks undermining its climate targets. The Chief Executive of the 

Committee on Climate Change, David Kennedy described the 37GW scenario of the government’s ‘dash for gas’ 

strategy as "completely incompatible" with achieving its climate targets. 

(http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2012/dec/04/gas-strategy-plan-z-climate-adviser)  In its report 

‘Europe’s Dirty Thirty: How the EU’s coal fired power plants are undermining its climate efforts’ WWF states that the 

UK is Europe’s third largest consumer of coal including a 10% increase in 2012. 

(http://assets.panda.org/downloads/european_dirty_thirty_may_2007.pdf) 

*The government did not support the Committee on Climate Change’s call for virtually carbon free electricity by 

2030. In June 2013 it warned that the government was on track to miss its carbon targets for the 2020s.  

(http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/jun/26/uk-miss-carbon-emissions-targets)  

*More modest progress now will put an unfair burden of emissions cuts on people in twenty years’ time. For this 

reason Professor Jim Skea of the IPCC said that the EU emission cuts targets were too weak on 20/10/14 and would 

commit future governments to ‘extraordinary and unprecedented’ emissions cuts. 

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-29690507)  

The motion states (b) that urgent action is required to avoid an increase in global temperatures that will 

permanently and negatively affect many aspects of day-to-day life across the globe including here in the UK and in 

Kirklees;   Please support this because:  
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*The IPCC report on ‘Impacts and Adaptation’ outlined the way in which climate change –if not mitigated- will harm 

people including increasing  extreme weather, falling crop yields and rising sea levels. (http://www.ipcc.ch/)  

* This echoes the similar messages contained in reports by the World Bank 

(http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/climatechange/publication/turn-down-the-heat-climate-extremes-regional-

impacts-resilience) and the International Energy Agency (http://www.carbonbrief.org/blog/2013/11/three-graphs-

showing-how-the-iea-says-we-can-avoid-six-degrees-warming/) 

* We are already experiencing the impacts of climate change on the UK. Yorkshire has experienced disastrous 

flooding in 2007 and in Hebden Bridge in 2012. The winter floods of 2013-14 caused misery for thousands, bringing 

at least £1.1 billion of damage (http://www.newstatesman.com/staggers/2014/06/counting-1bn-cost-winter-floods) 

The Chief Scientist at the Met Office, Dame Julia Slingo (http://www.carbonbrief.org/blog/2014/02/met-office-

spells-out-climate-change-link-to-uk-flooding-in-four-graphs/) and Lord Stern 

(http://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/feb/13/flooding-storms-uk-climate-change-lord-stern)  linked 

them to climate change following the most exceptional period of rainfall in 248 years.  

The motion states (c)that taking national action to mitigate climate change will have numerous additional 

benefits to our fellow citizens including creating jobs, reducing the number of winter- related deaths, improving 

energy security, reducing fuel bills (by the 2020s), and improving air quality;   Please support this because:  

*Even the government recognises that addressing climate change will create jobs. Its recent Energy Bill stated that 

250, 000 jobs would be created (https://www.gov.uk/government/news/a-bill-for-decarbonisation-unlocking-

investment-and-jobs-and-fairer-bills) Civil society groups have made estimates of job creation potential. These 

include the Energy Bill Revolution (http://www.energybillrevolution.org/whats-the-campaign/) estimate of 100,000 

new jobs in creating energy efficient housing stock and the ‘One Million Climate Jobs’ report produced by the 

Campaign Against Climate Change and several trade unions. (http://www.campaigncc.org/greenjobs)  

*The Energy Bill Revolution coalition estimates that 25,000 people die of the cold each year and at least one third of 

these deaths are related to cold homes. Creating energy efficient housing stock would save lives. 

(http://www.energybillrevolution.org/whats-the-campaign/)  

*Government statistics state that investing in a low carbon future will pay dividends within the next decade by 

protecting us from rising prices of energy imports. It states that by 2020 the average bill will be expected to be 

£1,331 with £286 (21.5%) attributable to green subsidies but that without these green measures, the same bill 

would stand £166 higher at £1,496. (http://www.theguardian.com/environment/damian-carrington-

blog/2013/oct/10/green-taxes-energy-bill-fuel-sse-price-rising). Similar points were raised last spring by the 

government’s independent advisors, the Committee on Climate Change in their 2013 report ‘Next steps on electricity 

market reform- securing the benefits of low carbon investment’ (http://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/next-steps-

on-electricity-market-reform-23-may-2013/).   

*A recent WWF report showed that burning coal in power stations creates pollution in the form of nitrogen dioxide, 

sulphur dioxide, particulates and mercury and is estimated to cause 1,600 deaths a year in the UK. 

(http://assets.panda.org/downloads/european_dirty_thirty_may_2007.pdf) 

The motion states (d) that the UK government should be seen to lead the world in efforts to tackle climate change. 

Please support this because:  

*The UK has benefitted from being one of the first industrialised fossil fuel economies and is one of the world’s 

wealthiest economies.  

*Tangible examples- like the one set by countries like Denmark- are more compelling than theoretical models.  

* The UK would reap the economic benefits if it became a world leader in low carbon developments.  
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