
 

 

Dear Councillor, 

Friends of the Earth recognises Kirklees Council as one of the leading local authorities in the UK and  

internationally in tackling some of the key environmental problems of our time, particularly climate 

change. 

Your reputation as a leading sustainable local authority is richly deserved and comes as a result of 

cross-party agreement about the scale of the problem and the significant benefits that your 

communities can accrue from positive action. 

Today, you have the opportunity to further enhance that reputation and to take great steps to 

protect the health and quality of life of Kirklees residents. 

The growth of the unconventional gas industry poses major environmental threats, both globally and 

locally. Communities across the UK are increasingly concerned about the shale gas and coal bed 

methane exploration and production. 

Friends of the Earth’s briefings identify many of these environmental risks including: 

 Increased carbon emissions that threaten the UK’s world-leading response to tackling 

climate change. If we are to keep global temperature rises within the “safe” limit of 2°C then 

we must keep fossil fuel reserves in the ground not go searching for new, unconventional 

reserves. 

 Investing in unconventional gas extraction sends a negative signal to investors in energy 

efficiency and renewable energy, sectors where businesses in Kirklees have real potential for 

growth. 

 Unacceptable level of risk to groundwater supplies. Contamination of groundwater 

elsewhere in Yorkshire would lead to higher levels of water stress for Kirklees and supply 

vulnerability. 

 Additional burdens on the area’s wastewater treatment infrastructure from the significant 

quantities of contaminated water, called ‘flowback’ as well as risk of surface water 

contamination. 

 Increased volatility of water supply from a potential increase in overall water demand of 

nearly 20%. 

As such, we welcome the motion put before council by Councillors Cooper and Stewart-Turner and 

would urge you to support the motion.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Simon Bowens 

Yorkshire and Humber Campaigner 

Friends of the Earth 


