
1. Will it help tackle climate change? 
 John Ashton CBE, former climate change special 

representative of Foreign Secretary William Hague, says: 
“You can be in favour of fixing the climate. Or you can 
be in favour of exploiting shale gas. But you can’t be in 
favour of both at the same time.” 

2. What is the alternative to fracking? 
 A 100% renewable future is possible. Here in the UK we 

are lucky to have colossal renewable energy resources 
from wind, wave and sun. 

3. Are there serious health issues? 
 New York State has banned fracking after finding 

“significant” public health risks. 

4. Will it pollute water? 
 Lord Smith, former Chair of the Environment Agency, 

has said: “Groundwater contamination is the biggest 
environmental risk of this activity.” 

5. Will it reduce bills? 
 Fracking company Cuadrilla has admitted that any 

impact on bills would be “basically insignificant”. 

6. Will it create jobs? 
 Fracking company Cuadrilla, whose application to frack 

in Lancashire was rejected by the local council, admitted 

that its six-year proposed fracking project would lead 
to just 11 jobs at each of the two sites during the 
exploratory stage. 

7. What’s been the experience where fracking has 
happened? 

 The community of Denton, Texas – the “birthplace of 
fracking” – voted to ban fracking.  

8. Will fracking companies drill under my home? 
 The government recently changed the law to allow 

fracking companies to drill under homes and leave 
potentially harmful substances underground without  
the permission  of the landowner. 

9. Will we have fracking everywhere in the UK? 
 The government has offered up over 100 fracking blocks 

that cover vast swathes of England – from the North 
West to the South East. But because of local opposition 
no fracking has happened for over five years. Fracking 
has already been suspended in Scotland and Wales 
because of the risks. 

10. What do the public think? 
 Support for fracking is at an all-time low, with only 19% 

of the country in favour.
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